CrossConnect
40 YEARS OF DISCIPLE MAKING CONNECTIONS
by Keith Cruickshank
(Previous CrossConnect Principal)

Over the past 40 years, 510 people have graduated from GLO Australia’s
Discipleship course, now known as CrossConnect. Students have come from all
states of Australia, as well as from about 15 other nations. For most students,
living with others in this environment has developed Christian character,
enriched their relationship with God, enhanced their biblical knowledge and
equipped them with skills for ministry. 120 former students have served in
some form of vocational Christian service. Lance and Nelda Foley from the first
course in 1976, Faye Loudon a 1983 graduate and Chris Thomas from the 2000
course share a little of the significance of this course in preparing them for
Christian life and ministry.

LANCE & NELDA FOLEY

Lance & Nelda Foley (1970’s)

The first CrossConnect Class in 1976

With an interest in serving the Lord, Nelda and I
became part of the contingent of students at the
first year of GLO Training Centre, Smithton, in 1976.
It was a comprehensive and stimulating course of
Old and New Testament, as well as specific studies
on the church, missions and training in practical
evangelism, which we both found interesting and
challenging.
GLO was a launching pad for Christian service, both
in ministry and as a family; our son was born at the
end of the course. On November 4, 1976 we were
commissioned into full time ministry with GLO in
Queensland, which eventually led to prison and
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Lance & Nelda Foley

community chaplaincy ministry, bible teaching and religious instruction, camp
ministry and administrative roles. It also took me into the deeper study of
divinity and theology at tertiary level.
I remember the very first lecture, which was taken by Colin Tilsley on “the
Church”. Something that Colin said ignited an enquiring mind. Later I spent
around an hour exploring the subject with Colin, which changed both our
believed opinions on that point. To me this would become a way of life; I would
question and explore the subject presented thoroughly and would no longer
accept the status quo of ‘that’s what we believe.’
As I reflect, it was at GLO that the love of exegetical study and teaching had its
genesis, which is a passion to this day. If you are thinking of going to GLO, go!
You will never regret the experience.

FAYE LOUDON

Faye Loudon

Faye with CrossTalk Class of 2015, where Faye taught English as a second language

GLO Smithton in 1983 was quite different to today.
We had no office staff, the current office was our
lecture room, we were spoilt with meals every
day and had to use a butter knife! There were 21
students, including the current Principal, but I won’t
tell any stories. It was the largest group of students
for some time – 4 married couples with 8 children
between them, 5 single guys and 8 single girls from
five states of Australia.
I went to Smithton because I wanted to study God’s
Word and I liked the practical aspect of the course. In
particular I wanted to experience teaching Scripture,
which I did. I really enjoyed having concentrated
time to study God’s Word and grew in my Christian
walk. A typical day included early morning devotions, lectures all morning, study in the afternoon
and night, with lights out at 10.30 pm. Monday
afternoons we went door knocking while Monday
nights we had off and mostly went visiting someone
in Smithton. Tuesday afternoons we played volleyball
at Riverbend Campsite. We were split into teams and
some ran a Monday Kids Club, others did devotions
at Girls and Boys Rallies and some taught Scripture
in the local school. We were allocated to one of 5
local churches and also attended their mid-week
Bible Study night. Every second Saturday was free
and the other one was spent working and cleaning the College. Sundays were very busy. We spent
the mornings at one church and the evenings
at another. This involved lots of preparation for
items, children’s talks and the guys had to preach.

In the school holidays we helped run Holiday Bible Clubs and children’s
camps. Our schedule was very full. We also had exams and assignments!
Despite the busyness we had a lot of fun together, made really good friendships and mostly all got on very well. It was a great learning experience in how
to get along with all sorts of different people.
After GLO, I returned to my employment with the Department of Main Roads
and worked for a further three years. I first worked fulltime, then part-time for
my local church in children’s ministry until 2014. I was able to put into practice
many of the skills I had learnt at GLO and in particular Scripture teaching. I
continue today, ie 33 years later, to teach 8 Scripture classes a week. This is
an exciting ministry and one where we are seeing God at work in the lives of
children. To sum up, I thoroughly enjoyed my year at Smithton. It was hard
work, lots of study, sometimes lots of pressure and lots of fun too. I would
recommend you try it.

CrossConnect Class of 1983
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CHRIS THOMAS
CrossConnect Class of 1995

Chris Thomas with David & Kathy Douglas

emotionally ‘growing up’, I was discovering my need
to ‘grow up in Him’.
There are moments in your life, pivotal moments, that upon reflection can
seem simultaneously as though they occurred a lifetime ago, and as if they
only happened yesterday.
My year in Smithton is one of those moments.
I have had the blessing of spending two years at the Training College in
Smithton, not because I was forced to repeat, but because the seasons of life
and the providence of God directed my paths there.
I first attended as a fresh-faced and wide-eyed boy in 1995. With the rest
of my family serving God in South America, I was in the throes of bridging
the gap between ‘boyhood’ and ‘manhood’. My year in Smithton, among
other things, was to be the means by which God would establish me in
the authority of His Word, and the primacy of His Church. Not only was I
Chris Thomas teaching at Raymond Terrace, NSW

Five years later I found myself in Smithton once
again, this time as a young married man. I shared
my wife’s joy as she went through the course and
we both continued to grow up into Christ who is our
head. 17 years later, we are both still thankful for
the lessons we learnt in that first year of marriage
that still form a foundation for our marriage today.
Most of those lessons are not a part of the course
curriculum, but they were a part of the experience
of living and learning in community.
Stories are always evolving. My prayer as I graduated
from GLO in 1995 was that this would not become a
static moment, frozen in time. I prayed that my experience and growth over those years would become
the garden in which God would cultivate many more
lessons, and much more growth.
By God’s grace, I have experienced countless more
lessons over the years that have followed, and also
by His grace, I have seen Him at work in my life to
produce fruit and growth. God has opened the door
of ministry as the Teaching Pastor in a growing church
in Raymond Terrace, NSW. Working alongside a dedicated team of shepherds of the church has been such a
joy and privilege. In the midst of an itinerate teaching
ministry, I have also had the deep joy of returning to
Smithton to share with new generations of disciples of
Christ and ministers of the gospel.
There are few ‘straight lines’ in life and ministry, but the
line God has drawn between my salvation and ministering where I am today passed through a little town in
North-West Tasmania. For that, I am truly grateful.
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