Saved out of
Darkness
MASS EVANGELISM
IN CHENNAI, INDIA
HISTORY
About 130 years after the first brethren missionaries settled in Chennai (then Madras), a team
of 10 from Brethren churches across Australia set out to conduct a literature ministry in this
Southern Indian city of over 3 million people. This was the first GLO Team and a test of new
missionary methods. Questions were being asked: “Would the Indian people accept Western
missionaries?” “Wasn’t Madras already evangelised?”“Would people respond?”
John and
Sundari Pandi
with Colin

Madras was the capital city of the state of Tamil Nadu, which had nearly 60 million people, the
majority speaking Tamil. This city was chosen, in part because India was open to expatriate
missionaries from Commonwealth countries and because Colin Tilsley had a particular interest
in South India as his missionary family were working in the Godavari area further north.

Literature ready for distribution
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John & Sundari Pandi

Tribal Outreach

FACING THE TASK
In September 1966 we set sail for India having
already ordered 35 tons of Bible literature, gospels,
booklets, tracts, and Emmaus Bible Correspondence
Courses for follow up work. In addition to Tamil,
literature was supplied in several other major languages which were widely spoken in Madras.

GOD’S SEAL OF BLESSING
After some very basic language training, we went out into
China Bazaar with a wagon full of literature packs. These
had gospels, tracts and a booklet called “Way of Salvation.”
In about three hours every pack had been sold. That night
a high caste Hindu bought a packet of booklets believing it
to be communist literature, he read through the night and
by 6 a.m. had discovered Jesus, who died on the cross for
his sins, to be the Saviour he needed so much. By 9 a.m. he
had found us and our Indian brothers assured us that “this
man is soundly converted.”
That was the beginning of a harvest, for the Lord
of the harvest who had sent us into His harvest
knew what He was doing and, from that beginning,
thousands followed. Within two years 20,000 people
had enrolled in the Emmaus Bible Correspondence
courses. About 10,000 courses had been completed
and about 2,000 had told of their acceptance of the
Lord Jesus as their personal Saviour.

NOT JUST NEWSBOYS
While distributing the word of God in the streets of
Madras, hundreds of requests for the free correspondence courses were coming in. Ladies on the team
sent out Emmaus courses, marked completed courses
and typed responses to questions from the students.
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Invitations were sent to follow-up Bible studies and gospel rallies, which gave us
personal contact with those seeking the truth. Many became new believers.

LOCAL CHURCH INVOLVMENT – A GREAT BLESSING!
Good numbers of local Christians helped in the office with translation, marking
language courses and preparing packs of literature. Many went with team members
into the streets and market places for literature distribution and with visits to new
contacts. There were five Brethren assemblies in the greater Madras area and the
GLO team joined them for worship and fellowship. New contacts were brought to
these assemblies, and some were soon baptised, joining the church fellowship.
As our two years drew to a close, the obvious question was, “who will carry on this
ministry and continue to work among the contacts and new converts?” How we
praise God for men like Victor SunderaRaj, S. Gnanamuthu and Bro. Devanesan,
along with many others; also Miss Samuel and other office helpers.

A BIG STATE
Madras, the capital city of Tamil Nadu, was the centre from which the Gospel spread
to hundreds of towns and cities throughout the state, like Madurai, Coinbatore and
Salem. Teams of national Christians visited these areas with literature and often held
open air meetings. Then the booklets were distributed with the offer of a free correspondence course. It was wonderful to see the response, and to see the joy of the
city believers as they realised that they too could be effective in reaching out with
the good news of Jesus to the towns and villages of their state. In the larger centres,
full time Christian workers were well established, but the mass distribution added a
new dimension and these brothers helped in the follow-up work.

A VISION FOR THE FUTURE
Some years later I went back for a visit and discovered that the number of
Brethren assemblies had grown to over 50 in the greater Madras area. Local
leaders advised that this growth had been due, in part, to the effectiveness of
the Gospel Literature Outreach program.
A great joy for me was to have people ask me if I remembered them, some being
mature leaders in their local church now. For many years Victor SunderaRaj had
carried the work forward, organising outreach with the Gospels and establishing the

Emmaus ministry as a means of follow-up for evangelists. Victor had been a high
school teacher and had an eye for careful planning as well as training others.

THE VISION CONTINUES
As the work grew, Victor saw the need to expand the Emmaus work throughout
India. There were many evangelists and full time workers reaching into large population centres, where they could use the follow-up methods used back in Chennai,
but who would carry forward the outreach in Tamil Nadu? That’s where John and
Sundari Pandi came into the picture. With very little support and many problems
to face, this couple gave themselves to the work of the Lord with a passion and zeal
which has never left them for 40 years - to this day. God has used them in the vital
ministry of encouraging hundreds of national workers and supporting them by
prayer and example. They have become a dynamic force for the spread of the Gospel
by literature distribution throughout the last four decades. Recently John Pandi
advised that there are now 65 assemblies in the Chennai area.

USING OPPORTUNITIES AND REDEEMING THE TIME
Holidays, such as Christmas and Easter, or other Indian festival days are great
times for holding Outreach programs or visiting particular towns or suburbs.
Roman Catholic festivals provide good opportunities for evangelism.
John Pandi tells of 300 - 350 volunteers reaching out to an area north
of Madras with 15,000 gospel packs distributed and 246 contacts
enrolled in Emmaus courses. These people were then put in contact
with the local assemblies.

In mid-2016, planning is underway for an outreach
500 kilometres from Chennai where 70 – 80 brothers
will go to a Roman Catholic festival and share the
gospel. GLO will supply the literature and organise
the workers to sit down with the pilgrims two by two
in order to help them understand the Gospel.

FRUIT THAT REMAINS
Between 2 and 3 million pieces of literature go out
from the GLO office each year into a population of
over 75 million in Tamil Nadu. Each month between
700 and 900 Emmaus courses are sent out with about
500 completed. In 1966, there were 5 assemblies
in Chennai. Today there are 65. There are about 400
assemblies throughout the state and about 300 full
time workers serving the Lord.
God has been working mightily, not just through GLO,
but we do praise Him for the significant part that GLO
Ministries has been privileged to have in the growth
of His Church in Chennai and Tamil Nadu, South India.
He has done great things through His servants, who
are not ashamed of the Gospel of the saving grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which calls us out of darkness
into His marvellous light.
by Ken Harding

Local believers on an outreach
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