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Already the decisive act has been accom-
plished when the Son of God Himself gave 
His own life on a hill outside Jerusalem to 
secure the salvation of His people from all 
the peoples, and rose again victorious over 
sin and death. 

Now He leads the mission from heaven, at 
His Father’s right hand, and by His Spirit. He 
is sending His people to extend His offer of 
salvation to every tribe, tongue, and nation.

In John 20:21 Jesus says, “as the Father has sent Me, I also 
send you.” What this means for you and me is that we have 
been invited by Jesus to be involved in the world’s greatest 
initiative, to participate in the planet’s biggest project, and 
to engage in history’s most exciting enterprise. 
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GLO CO-DIRECTOR

This edition of Spearhead tells some 
of the sent stories of many people 
who have responded to Jesus’ call. 

As you read these accounts we 
trust that you will be inspired; but 
most of all, we hope that you will 
join us as we respond to Jesus’ 
call to “go into all the world and 
preach the Good News to every-
one” (Mark 16:15).
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Our task is to provide you with opportunities to develop 
your theology, be coached in valuable ministry skills, 
focus on your relationship with God, and build connec-
tions with others as you share everyday life together. 

Our prayerful goal for our CC graduates is that they 
become wiser, more mature and skilful disciple-makers 
of our Lord Jesus, who intentionally engage in the 

Great Commission and the Great Commandment. 

This residential, nine-month course is demanding, 
but deeply rewarding. If you think God is leading you 
to prepare for a future of ministry and service, then 
contact us and get ready for a workout! Following is 
an update on some of our present students and where 
they hope to serve in the future.

Sent TO MAKE
BY BRUCE BUCKLEY

CrossConnect is a Christ-centred training community. Discipleship is at the 
core of everything we do. We not only want to make disciples but make 
disciple makers of Jesus. 

MAPEX – PNG

Thank God for His special calling on my life, in opening 
the door to study His word here at CrossConnect. I have 
been learning many things here. After I finish the course, 
I will go back to Papua New Guinea to serve in the Bible 
school there as a Bible teacher in the highlands. This 

school conducts training in the Tok Pisin language. I 
will also join in the pastors’ fellowship which consists of 
9 pastors from different churches, and we will do Bible 
studies together. 

DISCIPLE MAKERS
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KELLY - CAMBODIA

After finishing the CrossConnect course, I will be going 
back to my home country to serve as a full-time church 
worker. I will be focusing on Sunday School and youth 
group activities, while trying to reach out to the local com-
munity by other means that God might show me. I am also 
praying that I can hold a ladies’ prayer group once a week, 
a hospitality event once a month, and a small group Bible 
Study in various homes once a week. Aside from involve-
ment in my home church, I hope that I can help at the 
Christian school by teaching English at least 1 to 2 hours a 
day. Another thing I would like to do is go to music school 
every Saturday in the city, as I hope to use music to serve 
God in my home church. These are some of the ways I 
hope to serve in the future, but I am open to God’s leading 
in other areas of service and ministry. Valerie and Kelly at the onion farm in Scottsdale, Tasmania.

Australian Student
THE CROSSCONNECT

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
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Mark and Milly.

MARK & MILLY – 
TAIWAN

After CrossConnect, we will go 

back to Taiwan, and serve in 

our home church. Before we 

came to Australia, Mark was a 

music teacher and Milly was a 

kindergarten teacher, so our 

main focus will be youth and 

children’s ministry. We don’t 

know if we will serve full time 

or part time in the church yet. 

We are open to following 

God’s leading either way.

The CrossConnect Australian Student 
Partnership Program (CCASPP) has been 
designed to be a partnership and a pathway 
between three parties; the student, their 
home church and GLO College of Ministries. 

The CrossConnect Australian Student Partnership Program 

aims to provide clearer pathways for keen, young Australian 

Christians who desire to serve in their local church and who 

sense that the CrossConnect training program would help 

develop them as a disciple of Christ while enabling them to 

be more effective in discipling others. 

This program aims to allow students to focus on their 

studies and participate in College life by relieving them 

of some of the financial pressures associated with study-

ing at a residential college.

The CCASPP is available to those who are intending to 

enrol in, and fully comply with, the CrossConnect course 

10433NAT Cert IV in Christian Ministry & Theology at 

GLO College of Ministries in Smithton, Tasmania. 

Prospective applicants are required to have an estab-

lished relationship with their ‘home church’ and their 

leadership team. If these parties are in agreement, 

then, after clarification and deliberation by the GLO 

Co-Directors, acceptance into the CCASPP could be 

granted to the prospective applicant. 

The CCASPP has been designed to incorporate these 

three parties with the following responsibilities:

THE STUDENT

• A 1/3 financial contribution to the course cost 

• Full financial contribution to the Short Term Mission Trip

• Ownership over their pathway

• Connection and communication with their home church 

• Praying for home church and potential ministry 

opportunities

THEIR CHURCH

• A 1/3 financial contribution to the course cost

• Provide opportunities and pastoral support for 

a ministry pathway, before, during and after the 

CrossConnect program 

• Encouraging your student, during the course, 

through regular communication, prayer, and care

GLO COLLEGE OF MINISTRIES

• A 1/3 financial contribution to the course cost

• Training the student through the CrossConnect 

10433NAT Cert IV in Christian Ministry & Theology 

program

• Mentoring and support

• Liaising with the student’s home church to help 

develop the student’s future pathway

There are a limited number of CCASPP scholarship positions avail-
able each year. Applications can be made at any time during the 
year, but all applications will need to be submitted by October for 
entry into the following year. The College Principal will oversee 
each application and will make a recommendation to the GLO 
Australia Co-Directors who will then consider the applicants before 

a decision is made. All applications are considered on a case-by-
case basis.

Potential students applying for a scholarship must complete a 
CrossConnect Australian Student Partnership Program Application 
Form, which can be emailed to crossconnect@glo-aus.org or sent 
to 20 King St Smithton Tasmania 7330.
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It has been 21 years since I was in Romania. Romania has 

changed! Houses, roads, clothing are all neater (except 

for the fashionable ripped jeans seen everywhere). 

Flower boxes along the street, shops full of products and 

vibrant life everywhere.

Ministry has changed too! No longer is there a print-

ing or kindergarten ministry. The GLO complex is full of 

beds! It gets a lot of use throughout the year hosting 

gypsy leaders’ conferences, summer team accommoda-

tion and various other things. A married couple working 

in children’s ministry live onsite and act as caretakers.

DANI AND DOINA VASILCA 

Some people spend their whole life serving quietly and 

faithfully. Twenty years later Dani and Doina are still reach-

ing their own people with the gospel. They are responsi-

SENT TO  
REACH

Romania
BY ALISON RIECKEN 

Twenty-four years ago, our little family felt God calling us to join a GLO team and 
head off to Romania. Looking back on that time I can see what a gift it was. We didn’t 
achieve great things (but maybe contributed something). Indeed God did more work 
in us than we did for Him! Our taste of missionary life was not glamourous, but full of 
sacrifice, sweat, tears, frustration and plain old hanging on in faith!

GLO Team with Heiko from left Lidia, Cristi, George, Heiko, Simona, Doina & Dani

Heiko and Alison Riecken on a recent visit to Romania

6          SPEARHEAD SPRING 2018



ble for a Christian online radio program with a children’s 
section that reaches Romanians all over the world. They 
do it all, the writing, recording, editing, broadcasting…
They use online technology to ‘chat’ and answer ques-
tions, and have a large sphere of influence this way. Doina 
is a gifted children’s worker and language translator. 

They are very good at what they do and serve with 
humble trusting hearts.

GEORGE SORTAN

George Sortan is a busy man. As well as being an elder 
in his home church, George works with 5 different 
gypsy churches in villages within a 100 kilometre radius 
from Sibiu. These young churches need nurturing and 
support. George tells us that there are gypsies and 
gypsies. Some are industrious and clean and others not 
so … We have been so impressed with the patience and 
grace George has shown; he is both loving and firm. 
Humour is also another vital quality that George has, and 
this helps him stay afloat in dealing with cultural differ-
ences. One gypsy brother asked George to work harder 
so George could support him more!

Christ has made such a difference in the lives of these 
people. Some leaders were former drunkards, inmates…
now they are keen to share Christ with their own people.

CRISTI SORTAN

Cristi Sortan now works alongside his father taking the 
responsibility of running youth programs. He has a real gift 
working with people. We had the chance to see one such 
program in action. Cristi has a wonderful way of relating to 
the kids and is an active mentor. One highlight was seeing 
a small group of ‘cool’ teenage boys go off towards the 
end of the program to the village and come back a short 
time later pushing a disabled man in a wheelchair, so he 
could join in the meal prepared by Lidia Sortan. 

The care shown to these people has transformed them 
so that they now begin to care for one another.

Yes, programs and preaching and teaching; but also care 
and kindness and the sharing of lives.

Different people with different gifting and different 
approaches, but they love one another, support each 
other and appreciate the differences.

Now, that is Christ at work!!

We were so blessed to be able to go back and see first 
hand a little of what God is doing through His people.

1/ Dani and Doina Vasilca with the online ministry. 2/ George 
Sortan with Heiko. 3/ Jemima Riecken, Andra & Delia Vasilca. 
4/ Childrens outreach.
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A SENSE OF WHAT GOD IS DOING 

Our experiences gave us a real sense of what God is doing, 
together with a storehouse of memories that will be forever 
treasured.

In July this year, a total of seven people from various back-
grounds willingly offered their time, money and energy to 
go on a short term mission trip to Indonesia. The trip was 
organised and promoted around an English camp run by a 
local English education centre in which we offered our help 
in teaching English and running activities. Whilst the camp 
was only for the duration of a weekend, we made use of our 
time for the two and a half weeks prior to this promoting, 
preparing and praying for the camp. We also had opportu-
nities to visit the local churches both in the city of Malang 
and in villages in Blitar (which involved a sleepover; a small 
highlight in itself).

ENCOURAGING THE WORKERS

Although the camp preparation took its toll on us, we 
pushed on with a reminder that in all this, the underlying 
goal was to encourage those who are giving themselves 
fully to the work of the Lord and to build relationships 
with those who have yet to find the light of Christ. 
While the former goal was a constant source of motiva-
tion during the whole trip, the latter goal was the focus 
during the camp itself; our prior preparation for the 
camp made this possible.

A REFRESHING PERSPECTIVE

Among many new discoveries, interacting with Muslims was 

one of the highlights. Spending the weekend with almost 

all Muslim camp members gave us a refreshing perspective 

of this particular people group. We came to the realisation 

that, despite their different beliefs, they were created in the 

image of God just like us. Like any of us once were, they 

are simply lost and in deep need of the saving grace that 

only comes through the one true and living God. We did 

manage to build enough trust to share the good news a 

few times to a few individuals at the camp, but we have a 

greater expectation that the relationships that were made 

during this time would open doors for God to work in the 

near future.

One of the significant lessons that all of us took away was 

realising that, consciously or unconsciously, the radical 

stories that we hear of Muslims are a real obstacle in instill-

ing compassion in our hearts for them. Thus, a challenge 

as we settle in our homes is to continue to foster a greater 

compassion for those that seem so different to us.

STEP OUTSIDE YOUR COMFORT ZONE

I hope this report will be an encouragement to all to con-

sider short term missions. They are wonderful opportunities 

of going outside our comfort zones and seeing how our 

wonderful God works in different and amazing ways.

SENT TO DO 
SHORT TERM MISSION

ENCOUNTER INDONESIA
BY JAMES LEE

When you think of Indonesia, what comes to mind?  
It is hard not to think about a relaxing holiday in Bali 
with perfect weather and beautiful beaches. Although 
there is nothing inherently wrong with this, what we 
discovered through this mission trip was a different side 
to Indonesia. 

1–4/ Conversational groups, team activities and large group activities at the English camp. The camp participants.   5/ Promotional 
material handed out in the lead up to the English camp. 6–7/ A mini English camp held in Blitar.  Martin and Annie presenting. 8/ 
Sunrise over Mt Bromo, an active volcano.
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CORE COMPONENTS:

1. A life-on-life MENTORING RELATIONSHIP that helps 
interns to increasingly worship God in all of life by 
increasingly submitting each part of their life to the 
empowering presence and Lordship of Jesus Christ.

2. Personal encounters with Christ each day through 
practicing PERSONAL DISCIPLINES. 

3. Getting involved in the life and ministry of a local 
church through a CHURCH PLACEMENT.

4. Being on mission with God through PRACTICAL 
SERVICE opportunities.

5. Intensive residential MINISTRY TRAINING delivered 
one to two times per year to further equip interns to 
do the work of ministry.

OPTIONAL COMPONENTS:

1. Experience what God is doing in a different context 
by joining a MISSION TRIP.

2. Start preparing for vocational ministry by undertak-
ing THEOLOGICAL STUDY.

3. Support yourself, plus explore bi-vocational ministry, 
through PART-TIME WORK.

IS CROSSWORK FOR YOU?

If you would like to learn more about how CrossWork 
can help you develop a missional lifestyle wherever you 
are, contact GLO Australia.

P: 02 9838 1595 
E: gloadmin@glo-aus.org

MINISTRY INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
BY BRUCE BUCKLEY

The CrossWork Internship program is designed to help you develop a missional 
lifestyle wherever you are. Through arranging a mentoring network, gathering 
interns for blocks of intensive training, and opening up opportunities for service, 
the CrossWork Internship aims to develop a new generation of disciple makers 
that can make disciples wherever they are. 

OVERVIEW

The CrossWork Internship program is made up of eight components, five of which are core components, with the 
remaining three being optional.

MENTORING 
RELATIONSHIP

PERSONAL 
DISCIPLINES

CHURCH 
PLACEMENT

PRACTICAL 
SERVICE

MINISTRY 
TRAINING
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Valerie Kwan has been assisting Stuart Thomson at 
Smithton with programming responsibilities in regard 
to Welcome Service, Team Ministries and Mission 
Trip. Programs in Term 3 would also include the Young 
Adults Camp, Holiday Kid’s Club, and the Graduation 
service in Term 4. She also serves in Forest Community 
Church especially for the fortnightly Forest Family Fun 
Night. Valerie also participated in the Encounter trip to 
Indonesia in July 2018. She is glad to be able to serve 
and support the ministry at CrossConnect, to put into 
practice ministry skills that she learnt in CrossConnect 
2017, while also learning new skills to serve such as using 
Photoshop software. 

Valerie plans to return to Singapore after the 
CrossConnect course ends in October 2018. She is still 
praying for direction for work and ministry back home. 
She plans to go back to full-time work in the Social 
Service industry while also serving in her local church back 

home. Valerie was previously working as a social worker in 

Singapore and also serving in the Youth and Young Adults 

ministry before going to CrossConnect in 2017.

Valerie (front left) with this year’s CrossConnect students. 
As a part of her CrossWork internship, Valerie has used her 
organisational gifting to help students plan and prepare for 
ministry opportunities.

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM UPDATE
Valerie Kwan 
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FORMING A DESIRE

Throughout the year we had many guest missionaries 
who shared their ministries, and a concept that struck 
a chord with me was that of church planting. To go 
where the gospel had not had the opportunity to be 
heard and start from scratch. I thought I’d perhaps like 
to have a go at that in Australia.

EXPOSURE TO OPPORTUNITIES

Through a couple of circumstances, I ended up joining 
the MAT to the Philippines. A fellow student, Ian 
Palmer, convinced me that I should just go and have 
a look. Secondly, the money I had budgeted for the 
whole year of expected expenses at GLO was virtually 
unchanged – through the unexpected support of my 

BY PAUL KULIKOVSKY

Sent
UnreachedTO REACH THE

It was at the end of 1983 and the year at GLO 
Smithton was drawing to a close. Earlier in the 
year GLO had advertised for participants for a 
Mission Awareness Trip (MAT) to the Philippines 
but I had ignored it as “not for me”. I had come to 
GLO with the purpose of being better equipped 
for ministry in my home church in Adelaide. 
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home assembly I still had the same amount as I started 
the year with. And so I went.

During my three weeks in the Philippines, it was the 
words from Len Saville (GLO worker) that rang in my ears, 
“What right do people have to hear the gospel over and 
over again when there are many people who have not 
heard it once? Australia has many preachers, teachers, 
workers, radio, Bibles, and literature. People in Australia 
have easy access to the truth if they want it.”

COMMENDATION

That began a journey that led to my initial commenda-
tion by Rostrevor Gospel Chapel in 1985 to come to the 
Philippines as part of a GLO team to do church planting 
in Metro Manila. It was during this time that I met Gerrah 
who was to become my wife some six years later and we 
were jointly sent from the church plant in Quezon City 
and Rostrevor to the work in reaching the unreached in 
Guiuan, Eastern Samar in 1995.

Working among the squatters in Metro Manila (1985-88) 
led us to visit one of their primary origins, the province of 
Samar. For many years the island had been the domain of 
the rebel communist party, the New People’s Army, and 
people had fled to Manila to escape their threats, intimida-
tion and violence. As communism began to topple in the 
1990s and its influence and support in the Philippines less-
ened, Samar became safer and more accessible. This previ-
ous threat had meant many areas had remained unreached.

FIRST ONE ‘SENT’

And so in 1995 we began in a very remote town of 
Guiuan to learn language. Our language tutor became 
the very first of our sent workers (but it was not in the way 
you might initially think). During the process of being 
tutored Jeanette became a Christian and so did her 
boyfriend. 

Whilst local people responded to outreach through 
literature and film showings, follow up ran into problems. 
This was due to suspicion of changing religion, pressure 
from the Catholic priests not to entertain us, and the 
threat of no burial in the Catholic-controlled cemetery.

We had been running a kids’ club from home, using this 
to both practice language and make contacts; so we 
decided to use the strategy of preschool as a means of 
building an ongoing bridge to parents.

Jeanette had finished her college education and so we 
sent her to the brethren Christian Training Camp and a 
3-day Kindergarten Seminar held in Manila. She never 
came back.

STICKING AT IT

We persevered on with many trials, seemingly losing the 
battles with fellow-workers leaving us and leaving the 
field, sometimes wondering if there was any lasting fruit 
at all. Five years went by, and then another five. Another 
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church plant in Sulangan. Karl is also the principal of 
Grace Christian School.

Recently, through social media, Gerrah has made contact 
with one of those kids who attended our Kids’ Club which 
morphed into the youth group in our second term. She is 
an Overseas Filipino Worker in Dubai where she is actively 
involved in a local Filipino church, initially teaching Sunday 
School and now leading in praise and worship.

Others have gone out from us. One was sent to Australia 
for training and then came back to help in Catbalogan. 
Unfortunately, this didn’t end well. 

Recently we sent Keypeer to Manila for a month of special-
ised training in evangelism. He has returned fired up and 
is putting into practice right away what he learnt there. His 
public commissioning will be within the next few weeks. 

A HEALTHY PROCESS

As I reflect on the process of my own journey I see 
several factors at play:

1. The desire of the one to be sent – a passion, a call, 
seeing a need that you are prepared to meet – that 
grows out of our daily walk with the Lord.

2. Sharing of that desire with those who are Godly and 
in an overseeing role. 

3. Building credibility and a support network with 
accountability.

4. Specific training and spiritual preparation. This may 
be at Bible college, through an internship or skills 
development program.

5. There is the confirmation by the Lord through His 
word, directing of circumstances (path), Godly 
counsel and peace in your heart.

6. A leap of faith trusting God to undertake even if you 
have made the wrong decision.

7. And crucially, the public ceremony where your 
sending church lays hands upon you identifying their 
unity with you and full support and commending you 
to this ministry.

8. To maintain that partnership there must also be an 
ongoing awareness that you are not a “lone wolf” 
but an extension of the ministry of your local church, 
subject to your sending church– you just happen to 
be in a different location.

As I contemplate a few of the examples cited, there is a 
wide variety of what “being sent” means; not all which 
follow the pattern outlined. However I have come to see 
if we short-circuit this process we risk longevity of our 
workers and the effectiveness of our ministry.

of our kindergarten teachers who we sent to Bible 
school met a guy who became a worker in the northern 
province of Pampanga. She is now actively involved in 
a Christian school in Manila while her husband leads 
Christian training programs in his home province.

Sometime in about 2001 Jeanette came back to Guiuan 
for a visit. The seed that had been planted was still alive 
and had begun to grow. She asked us to dedicate her 
first born and a few years later we found out that she 
had done quite well financially and was supporting two 
pastors in Cavite south of Manila.

FRUIT TAKES TIME TO FORM AND RIPEN

When GLO began the work in Catbalogan two of the 
folk involved in the initial team, Jose Mitra and Jiago 
Permelona were sent from the church in Quezon City 
where I had met Gerrah. She had been involved in 
teaching their children in Kindergarten back in 1991. 
Today Karl is married to one of Jiago’s children, 
Dorothy, and they have been commissioned to the 

Samar 
Island

Manila
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Why does a missionary buy 5,250 packets of nails weighing 2,100 kg? When 
thousands of small houses have been jolted off the perpendicular and many 
are lying horizontal, that’s when you buy nails, bottle jacks, and hammers. A 
magnitude 7.6 earthquake that shook the Hela province of Papua New Guinea 
on 26 February 2018 was responsible for this major disaster. 

BY LES LOADER

Disaster 
Relief 
IN PNG
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Two days after the quake Jonnie Pakuali was with Les 
Loader in Cairns. Having a convenient phone plan with 
free calls, Les said to Jonnie, “Take my phone, ring all 
your mates and tell me what is happening in Hela.” We 
learnt that houses were damaged, there had been deaths, 
people were traumatised but, praise the Lord, Josie and 
the family were all safe. However, aid was slow in arriving.

At Guala, a small army of able men were digging franti-
cally to find a mother and her three children. Their house 
had disappeared under two metres of heavy clay. It was a 
full week before the decomposing bodies were discov-
ered. A short distance away in Minape Lima’s home area, 
another mother had pushed one of her children out 
of the house as the earth reeled underfoot. She went 
back into the house to grab another infant, but a roof 
timber impaled her as the house collapsed. Both the 
mother and infant were killed. The stress of the situation 
was taking its toll. At that time two mature women died 
without cause. The family attributed their deaths to the 
shock and trauma of the disaster. 

In nearby areas there were very serious landslides. Gardens 
had been destroyed and, in one area, it was necessary to 
evacuate villages. Missionary Aviation Fellowship, helped 
by international organisations, swung into gear and initi-
ated relief. But at Guala very little was happening. 

BRINGING HELP AND COMFORT

Sitting in the comfort of Cairns, I had to ask myself, “How 
could I represent the Lord Jesus in bringing comfort 
and encouragement to this highlands community which 
includes many friends?” We were also fielding many 
enquiries from people who cared and were praying. 
Friends in GLO and Australia Missionary Tidings were 
asking us what was happening and how could they help.

People helped generously with funds, and after consult-
ing Jonnie, Moses and Minape it was decided to take 
something practical, something everyone would need. 
Nails! A traditional house in Hela is built using local 
materials found in the nearby bush. Trees are cut and 
split using axes. Thatch is gathered from local grasslands. 
Traditionally the building was held together with rope 
from jungle vines. But today nails are used.

It was four weeks after the earthquake that I flew to 
Guala arriving the same day as the three Landcruisers 
we chartered from Mt Hagen carrying nails. A week later 
three helicopters were sent in carrying aid from interna-
tional donors. The people were very happy to get the 
tinned meat, rice, noodles and other supplies, but I was 
told, “The food will be gone tomorrow but the nails will 
last forever!” 

Jonnie used his old Landcruiser ute to ferry nails to 

distant places. This was the only aid most people 
received. Church leaders assisted in the distribution. 
Initially some thought the nails and supplies were just for 
the church goers. We explained that the goods bought 
by the gifts of God’s people in Australia were an expres-
sion of the love and kindness of God, and they were for 
all affected by the earthquake. In most places, as the 
goods were distributed, there was someone to explain 
what was happening and others ready to thank God for 
His goodness to them.

OBSTACLES

Unfortunately, while we had opportunity to practically 
demonstrate God’s grace, the devil was busy demon-
strating his malevolence. We travelled on our mission 
of mercy unimpeded, but sometimes along the road we 
saw fearful groups of men with their home-made guns 
ready for violence. Along the road near Jonnie’s house 
there were many other houses burnt down. Jonnie had 
relatives on both sides of that fight, and for two days he 
was busy negotiating and promoting peace between 
the rival groups. During that time, at Tari the provincial 
capital, seven people were killed in inter-clan fighting. 
On the highway near Nipa a convoy of United Nations 
personnel were ambushed by a stone-throwing crowd. 
This activity brought the government aid program to 
a halt in the province. For me it meant that I could not 
travel out of the area by plane and, instead, needed to 
take the 8 hour road trip to Mt Hagen. God’s people 
stood with me in prayer as I travelled a road that 
bypassed the troubled areas.

BEARING FRUIT FOR THE KINGDOM

The devil “ups the ante” but God’s men and women 
press on for the kingdom and the gospel. What was 
initially a mercy mission quickly became a teaching 
mission. While witnessing a major argument where 
young men were brandishing machetes and flailing the 
air with poles, I feared that one of the fighters would be 
seriously injured and retreated to the house to pray. God 
answered. Cool heads prevailed. 

After the crowd dispersed I was able to gather the church 
elders and other leaders, including one of the men who 
had stirred up aggression. We shared the Scriptures. The 
Holy Spirit was at work. I was asked to put into writing 
what I had shared for wider distribution to churches and 
schools. This would provide opportunities for fathers, 
elders and teachers to share God’s Word with boys and 
young men. “Maski Long Bekim Rong” translated says, 
“Don’t be involved in revenge.” Jonnie, Minape and 
Moses are keen to be involved in the distribution of this 
brochure within their community. These brochures are 
arriving in Papua New Guinea as I write.
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A VENTURE FOR 
THE GOSPEL
Psalm 40:9 (ESV) “I have told the glad news of deliverance 
in the great congregation; behold, I have not restrained my 
lips, as you know, O LORD .” 

In a first for the Assemblies in PNG, a team of highlands men 
went by MAF to Anguganak in the West Sepik to train 130 
enthusiastic students using the Creation to Christ pres-
entation of the Gospel. Elders, other church leaders and 
interested people were represented in the large class. The 
13-day event, covering more than 78 hours of teaching, was 
a demonstration of unity at work, the joy of the Lord, and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Joyful testimonies at the end of 
the training told of hearts and lives which were touched with 
the life-changing teaching.

Two highlands men associated with Ethnos360 (NTM) 
observed the GLO trained men. Moses, Minape and 
Jonnie are now accredited teacher trainers of the program. 
Lawrence and Desmond, colleagues of Graeme Erb at 
Anguganak English Language Bible School, provided the 
expertise needed to organise the venue and the catering. 
This was no small task.

Pray that the Gospel will continue to be boldly proclaimed by 
those who attended the course.

130 Students attended the Creation to Christ classes. The teaching team. 

1/ Thousands of houses were damaged in the magnitude 7.6 earthquake 
that shook the Hela province of Papua New Guinea on 26 February 2018. 2/ 
Nails ready for distribution. 3/ Happy recipients. 4/ Jonnie having time out 
with the men during nail distribution at Pori and talking gospel strategies.
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Sent  TO LOVE 
THE CHURCH

BY ALLAN & KERRY DRIVER

Our sent story began long before we arrived at St. Clair/Erskine Park, suburbs in 
Western Sydney. The Lord had given each of us a desire to serve Him; a desire that 
resulted in study and preparation as His disciples, desiring to go where He led. 

PREPARATION

The journey ultimately to StEPCC (St. Clair/Erskine Park 

Christian Church) involved us being willing to trust the 

Lord wherever He directed. Once willing to go in faith, 

He provided clear confirmation in every step of the 

move to Erskine Park. This included the encourage-

ment of brothers and sisters in the Lord willing to take 

the step of planting a new Church. Our faith might be 

small, but it is faith in our Almighty God.

STEPPING OUT

April 1986 began with an invitation to any interested 

families in the area to gather, pray and plan for a 

church plant. We moved into the area in mid-July and 

StEPCC’s first Breaking of Bread was in our home on 14 

September 1986. Two families were present that day 

and on the following Sunday a third young family joined 

us. These three families began the initial work at St. 

Clair. In November 1986, the assembly began renting a 

local community building for Sunday services and youth 

activities. Three more families joined the church in the 
new year. Today, 30 years on, we continue to thank the 
Lord for His faithfulness and blessing of this ministry.

LESSONS

Our God is good. He provides what we need, to do 
the task He sent us to do. This does not mean there 
are not questions nor struggles. He has allowed us to 
experience circumstances where our resources were 
totally inadequate for both physical and spiritual needs. 
Yet knowing He sent us to this time and circumstance 
is such an important matter when things are difficult, 
or there does not appear to be much happening. The 
knowledge and confirmation of God having sent us 
keeps us persevering. How wonderfully He has shown 
His faithfulness and provision to meet those needs and 
provide comfort. Therefore, we, in the words of David 
in Psalm 59:16–17, respond to the Lord’s provision and 
protection – 

Psalm 59:16–17 (NIV84)
But I will sing of your strength, 

1 2
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in the morning I will sing of your love; 
for you are my fortress, 
my refuge in times of trouble. 
O my Strength, I sing praise to you; 
you, O God, are my fortress, my loving God. 

FRUIT

Being sent is a privilege, but there is also a responsibil-

ity. We all are called to make disciples who will respond 

to God’s call to be sent. StEPCC has had the privilege 

of playing a small part in encouraging and supporting 

those whom God has sent from among us. Steve and 

Ros Baird, James and Kathleen Dorn, both families 

serving with New Tribes Mission in the Philippines on 

Mindanao. Steve and Ros continuing today. James and 

Kathleen now back in Perth serving the Lord there. 

Others, like Malcolm and Terri, on their journey of faith, 

now serve in pastoral roles in Western Australia. Michael 

and Connie Harding, challenged by the Holy Spirit, 

responded in saving faith to Christ. They attended 

the Smithton Discipleship course in 1993. Returning 

to StEPCC to serve the Lord faithfully there until He 

sent them to minister in a young assembly at Ormeau 

in Brisbane. They continue to serve there with leader-

ship responsibilities. These folk and others remind us 

that the Lord sends His people to serve. However, it is 

also important to remember we are all called, all sent 

to serve in our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and ends of 

the earth. It is a wonderful encouragement for us today 

to see the assembly recognising God’s call to serve. 

Especially the younger adults responding to the truth 

that we are all sent. They, led by the Lord, are minister-

ing to one another and reaching into their community, 

sent with the wonderful good news of the Gospel. 

1/ Allan and Kerry Driver.  2/ Allan leading the adult Bible class.  
3/ The St Clair / Erskine Park church location.  4–5/ Baptisms.  
6/ Holiday Bible Kids Club.  7/ Sharing a meal together at 
‘Lifeworks’, an evangelistic outreach program.
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One day a little girl called Jocelynn, who had been adopted, was asked to explain 
to her class what it meant to be adopted. “It means,” said Jocelynn, “that you 
grew in your mommy’s heart instead of her tummy.” 

This story brings us to the very heart of adoption. The 

heart of the matter is that adoption is a matter of the 

heart. This is not only true for human adoption, but 

also for divine adoption. 

The Scriptures tell us that for every child of God, 

before time began, the heavenly Father planned that 

they would be His dearly loved children (Eph. 1:4). 

Then, when the time was right, He sent His Son to 

redeem them, so that they could be adopted into the 

Father’s family (Eph. 1:5; Gal. 4:4-5). Upon belief in His 

Son, the Heavenly Father sends His Spirit into His chil-

dren’s heart, assuring them that they are His child (Gal. 

4:6). Straightaway God’s children receive the right to 

call God “Abba Father” (Rom. 8:15), instantly becom-

ing heirs to all His riches (Gal. 4:7) and are immediately 

ADOPT A

BY ANDREW COWELL

Church planter
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KOKO & YUS 
INDONESIA

Translation, evangelism, discipleship 
and church planting. 

BAYAR & TUMENJARGAL
MONGOLIA

Sports ministry, evangelism and 
church planting. 

DHRUBA & RUTH 
NEPAL

Evangelism, discipleship and  
church planting.

included into a large family of fellow brothers and 

sisters of Christ (Eph. 2:19).

WIDENING YOUR CIRCLE OF FAMILY

It has been well said that, “everything that God does to 

you, He wants to do through you.” What this means is 

that God longs for His children to widen their circle of 

family by adopting other Christians and loving them as 

fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Just as Jesus persis-

tently prays, practically provides and personally partici-

pates in the lives of His brothers and sisters, likewise 

the Father longs for all His sons and daughters to pray 

frequently, provide regularly and participate personally in 

the lives of their fellow brothers and sisters as well. 

AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE GLO FAMILY

With the Father’s help GLO Australia wants to keep 

adoption as an integral part of our family. For this 

reason, GLO Australia has been adopting church 

planters for over 20 years. With the help of churches, 

small groups and individual Christians, over the 

years GLO Australia has adopted 30 Church Planters 

from 8 countries. Whilst most church planters that 

GLO partners with have already been adopted, there 

are still a number who await adoption. Presently we 

are inviting Christians, small groups and churches 

to join with us in adopting these church planters. 

Would you prayerfully consider joining our “Adopt a 

Church Planter” program? 

JOHN & SUNDARI PANDI 
INDIA

Mass evangelism, follow up via  
correspondence and training. 

COLIN & SHEEBA PANDI  
INDIA

Evangelism, camping, discipleship 
and church planting.

SUKO & HEDI 
INDONESIA

Church planting, leadership  
and training.
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I   _____________________________________________________________________________________  (name of individual, Small Group, or Church, etc who is adopting)

would like to adopt   _____________________________________________________________ (name of Church Planter)  at support Level:     One      Two      Three

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Please send me Prayer News so that I can pray for Church Planters.

 I will give  $_________________  each  ___________________  (week / month / other)  towards the financial support of the Church Planter I/we have adopted. 

  Credit Card  Direct Deposit  Cheque / Money Order

  Please fill in card details below  GLO Ministries Ltd  BSB:  083-088 Payable to ‘GLO Ministries Limited’ 

    A/C:  534 845 753 

    Reference:  [church planter’s name] 

    Please advise us of the transfer so the gift is acknowledged.

Card No: ___________________________________________________ Name on Card: ______________________________________________________________

Security No:  __________________  Expiry: __________________ Signature: ________________________________________  Date: __________________________

Please send to: GLO Ministries, PO Box 171, Riverstone, NSW 2765   |   P: 02 9838 1595   |   F: 02 9627 3342   |   E: gloadmin@glo-aus.org 

Thank you for helping to keep adoption an integral part of the GLO family

I WOULD LIKE TO ADOPT A CHURCH PLANTER

COSTS AND BENEFITS

Adoption is always a costly venture. After all, our adop-
tion into God’s family cost Jesus His very life. Thankfully, 
adopting others and treating them like they are part 
of our family is far less costly for us. Nevertheless, it is 
important to remember that adopting a church planter 
is a pricey venture, particularly when it comes to time 
and money. 

As costly as adoption is, it is not without its benefits, 
both for those who are adopted and for those who do 

the adopting. Those who are adopted have the pleasure 

of knowing that they are being prayed for, supported, 

and that fellow brothers and sisters are taking a personal 

interest in their life and ministry. Likewise, there are 

benefits for those who do the adopting, for they get the 

opportunity to grow in their Father’s likeness, and the 

pleasure of partnering in their Father’s mission. 

Ultimately, however, for a child of God adoption does not 

come down to a cost-benefit analysis. For adoption runs 

in the family. We adopt because we are adopted. 

HOW TO ADOPT A CHURCH PLANTER

(GLO Australia will not solicit you for further funds, and you are free to stop at any time) 

1. Select a church planter that you would like to adopt (see list on page 21)

2. Choose one of three adoption levels:

•  LEVEL 1:  Pray daily for church planters by using the GLO Prayer News.

• LEVEL 2:  Pray daily, plus provide regularly towards financial support (Note: GLO generally provides partial 
support amounting to a maximum of $100-200 each month).

• LEVEL 3:  Pray daily, provide regularly, plus participate personally in the life of the Church Planter by contact-
ing them, and if possible, visiting them.

3. Notify GLO Australia of your commitment by visiting glo.org.au/adoptachurchplanter or by filling in the form below.
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COMINGS & GLOINGS
CONGRATULATIONS

To Rhiannan Cowell 
(Smithton Student 2015, 
Andrew & Donna’s daugh-
ter) and to Rhys Morsillo 
who are engaged and 
planning to marry in early 
February 2019.

THANKYOU

We thank God for Noel 
and Mary Hewitt who 
have helped at the GLO 
Centre, Riverstone in 
various roles for three 
months. They have been 
a wonderful blessing.

We thank God for Bob 
and Heather Haskard 
from South Australia who 
have come to help out 
at the GLO Centre in 
Riverstone for Term 4 in 
various roles.

GIVE THANKS

We thank God for Jenny Thompson and Belinda Leto 
who are each serving at GLO Riverstone one day a 
week teaching English to the CrossTalk students.

GLO EUROPE CONFERENCE

Andrew Cowell, Allan Driver and Stuart & Carol 
Thomson attended the GLO Europe annual and 
international conferences in Scotland in August. It 
was a very encouraging time.

UPCOMING

On 24 & 25 November some folk from GLO Australia 
will be visiting Myanmar for the 20-year Anniversary 
celebrations. Pray that it will be a rich time of blessing 
and thanksgiving.

MISSION TRIPS

Allan & Kerry Driver and Keith & Bronwen 
Cruickshank had a pastoral visit to Mongolia in July 
to visit the GLO Team which was a profitable time. 

S H O R T  T E R M  M I S S I O N

Geoff Weatherley went on a 
teaching / pastoral care visit to 
Indonesia and, following him, 
an Encounter team led by 
James Lee arrived and were 
involved in an English Camp 
and other outreach ministries.
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‘18 GLO 9.30am, 27th   OCT  
@ RIVERSTONE   COMMUNITY   CHURCH

For   more   info   02 9838 1595   events@glo-aus.org

“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”
 John20:21

CONTACT US:

GLO Ministries, PO Box 171
RIVERSTONE, NSW, 2765
P: 02 9838 1595   |   F: 02 9627 3342
E: gloadmin@glo-aus.org
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