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Gospel LIVED OUT
Originally G.L.O. stood for “Gospel Literature Outreach.”
From its inception GLO has been committed to handing
out the gospel, whether in the form of tracts or entire
portions of Scripture. This commitment stemmed from the
belief that the gospel “is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16 NIV).
ANDREW COWELL,
GLO Co-Director

Practically, however, GLO Australia has
always wanted to do more than mobilise
Christians to hand out the gospel; we
have wanted to multiply disciple makers
who live out the gospel. In this respect
we would also like G.L.O. to stand for
“Gospel Lived Out.”
In this edition of Spearhead you will
learn about some of the ways that GLO
is endeavouring to live out the gospel.
As you read these accounts, we trust that

you will be inspired, but most of all, we
hope that you will be challenged to continue partnering with us as we respond to
Jesus’ call to “go into all the world and
preach the Gospel to all creation” (Mark
16:15 NIV). After all, God wants us to be
more than “couriers” of the gospel; He
wants us to be “ambassadors” of Christ
who are living “as though God were
making an appeal through us” (2 Cor.
5:20 NIV).
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B.L.E.S.S.
I recently came across a book entitled Discover Your Mission Now by Dave
Ferguson. In that book, Dave refers to a study of two teams of missionaries that
went to Thailand with distinctly different gospel strategies. Based on their purpose
for going to Thailand, one team could be called the “converters,” and the other
team the “blessers.” The “converters” went with the sole intention of converting
people and evangelising everyone around them. The “blessers”, on the other hand,
went with the aim of blessing first, and as God opened the door, converting later.
The study followed both teams for a couple of years

GOD’S GOSPEL STRATEGY

and made two interesting observations. Firstly, the
“blessers” had a greater positive impact on their

In a way this shouldn’t surprise us because God’s most

surrounding community. Secondly, and quite surpris-

common gospel strategy appears to be bless first, convert

ingly, the “blessers” had almost 50 times as many

later, and then bless even more. Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord

conversions as the “converters.”

is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.”
SPEARHEAD SPRING 2019
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IF GOD’S COMMON
GOSPEL STRATEGY IS
TO BLESS FIRST ... THEN
WHAT DO YOU THINK
OUR GOSPEL STRATEGY
SHOULD BE?
Furthermore, Jesus reminds us in Matthew 5:45 that, “He
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends
rain on the just and on the unjust.” It would appear then, that
God’s common gospel strategy starts with blessing.

4

B. Begin with PRAYER
Start by praying for a short list of people whom you long
to see trust in Christ as their Saviour and Lord. Place this
list inside your Bible, on your dashboard, or on a note in
your mobile phone. Commit to start every day with prayer,
asking God to use you to bless these people, plus others,
that He brings across your path each day.

L. LISTEN with Care
Ask lots of questions, listen to people’s stories and struggles, paying particular attention to their needs and how
Jesus is the answer to what they are looking for. Listen
actively for what God is doing, and where God might want
us to cooperate.

E. EAT Together

In Romans 2:4, Paul adds the second step to God’s gospel
strategy by stating that “God’s kindness is intended to lead
you to repentance” (Romans 2:4 HCSB). This is precisely
how Matthew sums up Jesus’ early ministry. “Jesus travelled
throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues
and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And
he healed every kind of disease and illness” (Matthew 4:23
NLT). It would appear then that Jesus’ emphasis was on
converting, but that the context of His converting was undertaken within an atmosphere of blessing.

Eat with your neighbours, co-workers and friends. Sharing
a meal with someone not only deepens the relationship,
it opens up the opportunity to share about matters of the
heart, and to bridge naturally into spiritual matters.

After blessing first, and converting later, the third step to
God’s common gospel strategy is that He blesses even
more. In Ephesians 1:3 Paul declares, “Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places” (Ephesians 1:3 ESV). It is evident that, after conversion, the general and temporal blessings that everyone
experiences in step one of God’s gospel strategy are supplemented and complemented with spiritual and eternal
blessings that are only enjoyed by God’s children.

S. Share your Jesus STORY

S. SERVE in Love
Look for ways to be a servant to others. Often it is a
random act of kindness, expressed through a simple act
of service, that opens the door to showing the practical
difference that Jesus makes in our lives.

Fostering a relationship, asking questions, and actively
listening to others naturally earns you the opportunity to
share “bite-size” stories about how Jesus has changed
your life. In time, people may even invite you to share your
entire story, or God may open the door for you to share
the good news about Jesus.

GLO’S GOSPEL STRATEGY

Looks simple enough right? In fact, it looks so simple that
you may be tempted to dismiss B.L.E.S.S. as some sort
of spiritual gimmick. However, let me and others in GLO
assure you, B.L.E.S.S. is a really simple yet powerful way to
develop a “Gospel Lived Out” lifestyle.

If God’s common gospel strategy is to bless first, convert
later, and bless even more, then what do you think our
gospel strategy should be? For this reason, when it comes to
“Gospel Lived Out,” G.L.O. wants to follow God’s example
by starting our gospel strategy with B.L.E.S.S., an acronym
that stands for five simple yet powerful gospel practices.

Our experience is that starting with B.L.E.S.S.ing, then
moving on to converting, not only results in more conversions, it displays what the gospel looks like in every-day
life. After-all, that is who God is. He is a loving God who,
out of His love, blesses first, converts later, and then
blesses even more!
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EvangelismSHIFT
Shifting the gospel
from Sunday to everyday
BY OSKARS STUBIS

Over the past year and a half on a bi-monthly basis, I have together with a
dedicated group of people resisted the desire to sleep in on a Saturday morning
and gathered early in Riverstone Community Church’s main hall. Our purpose: to
attend EvangelismSHIFT training seminars.
EvangelismSHIFT, an initiative of Ambassadors for
Christ International Australia (AFCI), is a program aimed
at training and equipping individuals from all walks
of life to be effective witnesses for Jesus Christ. By
developing evangelism skills at a personal, individual
level, the intention is that this will have a flow-on effect
on the entire local church, transforming evangelism

from a leader-led endeavour to a personal responsibility carried out by all church members. EvangelismSHIFT
arose out of a growing need to reach Australians with
the Gospel in a culture where Jesus and Christianity are
becoming increasingly obscure. The program has, and
is, being delivered to a number of local churches across
Australia, and now also has participants internationally.
SPEARHEAD SPRING 2019
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Our EvangelismSHIFT seminars have been co-led by
Aaron Daniell, who works with AFCI and fellowships
at Raymond Terrace Community Church, and John
Fleming, an elder at Wollongbar Christian Church. Both
Aaron and John have experienced EvangelismSHIFT
in their home churches and have encouraged us with
numerous testimonies as to how the program has
changed both their individual and collective witness. The
attendees at the seminars have consisted of elders and
ministry leaders from Riverstone Community Church and
a number of other local churches, while GLO Ministries
has served to facilitate and promote the seminars.

less likely than ever before to attend church events in

EvangelismSHIFT is a two-year process. The first year
involves seminars aimed at developing a lifestyle of
personal evangelism. The steps embarked upon are
very practical, and centre on the formation of “redemptive relationships” with non-believers for the purpose
of ultimately sharing the Gospel. The program acknowledges that within an Australian context, people are now

late a clear disciple-making pathway for their churches.

the absence of a genuine friendship with a Christian.
Participants are encouraged to meet on a fortnightly
basis in small groups known as “sent connections” for
the purpose of prayer, encouragement and accountability in relation to personal evangelism. Also provided is a daily devotional journal with specific focus
on evangelism. The second year’s sessions focus on
examining closely the life of our Lord Jesus Christ, with
specific reference to the phases of His ministry and
movement-building techniques. Elders and ministry
leaders are encouraged to use this framework to formuAt the same time, the content from the first year of
EvangelismSHIFT is rolled out in a small group context
across the wider church body, so as to encourage
everyone to develop a culture of living as witnesses. At
the end of the two-year relationship, some of the key
leaders who have adopted the lifestyle of a witness,

PEOPLE ARE NOW
LESS LIKELY THAN EVER
BEFORE TO ATTEND
CHURCH EVENTS IN THE
ABSENCE OF A GENUINE
FRIENDSHIP WITH A
CHRISTIAN.
EvangelismSHIFT is a program aimed at training
and equipping individuals from all walks of life to
be effective witnesses for Jesus Christ. Riverstone
Community Church hosted the program which
included attendees from a number of local churches.

6
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and are applying Jesus’ movement-building process
effectively in their own church context, are invited
to train as facilitators and join AFCI in taking other
churches through EvangelismSHIFT.
I am confident that I speak on behalf of my fellow
EvangelismSHIFT seminar attendees in saying that this
training has been very encouraging and beneficial.
Personally, I have grown in a number of ways. I previously tended to regard evangelism as a daunting task,
achievable only by the most mature of believers. I have
been challenged, however, that God wants to use
all believers in this task, and that availability is more
important than my ability. The practical skills and advice
offered through EvangelismSHIFT have offered me
clear and simple ways in which to engage with nonbelievers and make evangelism less awkward. I have
also been greatly encouraged by the testimonies and
accounts that John, Aaron and others have given as to
how God has used them as witnesses. The net effect
of all this has been that my evangelism has grown and
improved. I am now more likely to see even the most
mundane of encounters with non-believers with a sense
of “sentness”, believing that God wants me to use such
opportunities to make Christ known. I have gained
more confidence and fluency in sharing the Gospel,
and have done so in cases where previously fear would
have overwhelmed me. EvangelismSHIFT has been a
blessing, and I would kindly request your prayers as this
program continues, that we may rejoice in the fruit of

“EvangelismSHIFT has
changed me and my
perspective on Evangelism
in a number of ways.
However, it’s greatest
impact on me has
been how I have perceived the practical
implications of the humanity of Jesus Christ.
I have always believed that Jesus is fully
God and fully man, but I always thought that
His success on this earth in regards to His
miracles, His conversions, His disciple-making
skills and His speech was due to the fact that
He is God, and He utilised His character in all
of these facets of His life. However, the Bible
clearly teaches that Jesus humbled Himself
to the point that He had to develop and learn
to have a complete reliance on the Spirit of
God in all of these areas of His life, not unlike
us! Practically, this understanding that Jesus
really did wrestle and struggle on this earth to
fully rely on His Father means that He deeply
understands us. I find it amazing that our God
is able to relate to us.”

Mitchell Cavens

RIVERSTONE COMMUNITY CHURCH

lost souls coming to know their Saviour as a result.
If you would like to learn more about EvangelismSHIFT
visit www.evangelismshift.afci.com.au, or contact Aaron
Daniell (E: aaron@afci.com.au)

“When starting EvangelismSHIFT I wasn’t
sure what it would entail, but after finishing
the first day I knew that this is something
that would impact me in every part of my
life. Through looking at Jesus and His
disciple-making process I have learned what
it really means to be a disciple of God. I
am viewing my relationships differently and
my activities in and outside of Church with
more understanding. EvangelismSHIFT is
making me think about the objectives and
focus of everything I do. It is informing
me in my friendships and guiding me to
be more intentional in my
walk with God. Studying
Jesus’ life and teaching
has strengthened and
encouraged my outlook on
Church and relationships.”

Belinda Leto

ST CLAIR/ERSKINE PARK
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Lucy & Oskars Stubis
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A team of good men; Mapex, Minape, Jonnie, Moses, and Peter with Les Loader.

Preaching the Gospel
IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA

BY LES LOADER

You would think that after 30 years of missionary activity and 60 years of church
life, an area would be evangelised and the churches well established and
reproducing. But that is not what you find in Papua New Guinea, and is probably
the story of the church throughout history in many parts of the world. Every
generation must be evangelised afresh.
The churches are scattered through the bush, along
highways and up the rivers, but churches planted 50
years ago are struggling to cope with many new challenges. The birth rate in PNG is double the birth rate in
Australia. The median age in PNG (21 years) is 20 years
younger than Australia. Since the bulk of Assembly
missionaries left PNG in the 1980s, the population has
more than doubled and today stands at 8.5 million.
The villages and towns are packed with kids. 97% of
the population are dependant on their village garden
and the meager wages of the 3% in paid employment.
Therefore, enthusiastic men and women, with a clear
gospel focus and driven by vibrant Holy Spirit joy and
love, are needed to reach a rapidly growing population.
8
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MESSENGERS OF THE GOSPEL
GLO CrossConnect has been active in developing men
from Papua New Guinea with skills needed to lead their
churches in a new wave of evangelism and church planting. They are prepared to work in places that lack the
things we take for granted in the comfort of Australia.
As messengers of the gospel, they have an enemy
who opposes them in subtle ways. Sometimes opposition comes from those who are plainly jealous and feel
threatened by the enthusiasm and effectiveness of these
teachers and their clear message. Still others of the older
generation gossip and try to assert their cultural authority as the ‘big men’. They attempt to manipulate the so

The happy crowd at the opening of the church building at Hake, a new church plant.

Some who had been opposing this gospel teaching
have had their hearts softened by the quiet humility of
the teachers. Seeing that God is at work, and that the
teachers are men of integrity, where there was opposition, now there are open doors.
As I write, one of these men is seeking to discover
God’s will for his future. He knows that there are
great opportunities to preach the gospel and disciple
young men and women in other communities. But old
Christian men, who have become stagnant in their faith,
are opposing him and are telling him that if he steps
outside their community to serve the Lord he will be
Jonnie explains to a Sepik pastor how to use the Gospel
teaching aid.

refused employment when he returns.
In early July a C2C course was run at Yukilou in the

called ‘boys’. In their culture unmarried men are considered to be boys even if they are in their 30s.
However, the gracious attitude of these young Christian
men is an example in humility. In recent months, the
patience and grace of these young men is winning
friends, and doors are opening wide for the gospel.

Sepik River basin. Yukilou is in a sparsely populated
area with limited government services. Access into
the Yukilou area is limited to an airstrip with severe

C2C COURSES
Lambate was the venue for a Creation to Christ (C2C)
course in the Koroba area over the Easter period.
Young people heard the gospel and responded to
the message. Two village churches in nearby areas
have been revived. On hearing what was happening
at Lambate, a Wesleyan Pastor came to see, and has
received the material for teaching in his own church.

Great attendance at a Creation to Christ training day.
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MEN, WHO SAY THEY ARE
PASTORS, REPENT AND
TURN TO THE LORD ...
BECAUSE THIS HAS BEEN
THE FIRST TIME THEY HAVE
HEARD AND UNDERSTOOD
THE GOSPEL
operational restrictions, and the labour of trekking
jungle trails through sago swamp-land heavy bush.
Banabas Tumai, a competent church elder, is a leader
among 41 local churches in the Lumi area. Having
attended a C2C training course at Anguganak last
year, he realised that such a course could be a strategic
blessing for the pastors and elders from his own
area. Sebi and Willie had been previously trained for
teaching the C2C material in the highlands, along with
Jonnie and Minape. Being refreshed and challenged at
Anguganak last year by repeating the course, the three
Lumi men moved forward with their plans for Yukilou.
When the dates were finalised, Peter Alo, from the
highlands, was chosen to help Sebi and Willie. Jonnie,
Moses and Minape had all run courses with Peter in the
highlands, and they agreed that Peter was the man to
help the Lumi teachers. This is 2 Timothy 2:2 in practice.
With help from MAF, Peter was flown to Lumi to walk
with the Lumi contingent one and a half days through
the bush to Yukilou. A team of young men carried 135 kg
of books plus food for the course. Early reports said that
the 67 elders and church pastors, and a small crowd of
interested spectators, were receiving the teaching with
great joy and the Lord was at work. Hearts and minds
were touched, convicted and blessed.

THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL
The churches in Papua New Guinea are planted in an
animistic culture. People live with fear of spirits. Sorcery
and shamanism are common practices. For this reason,
churches attract many nominal believers. The first lessons
in the C2C material address core truths regarding God the
Creator and the spirit world. When the Apostle Paul turned
to the Lord Jesus, something like scales fell from his eyes.
Animists and nominal Christians have a similar experience
when the Spirit of God, through the word of God, opens
eyes to understand Bible truth and to see the glory of
Christ in God’s good news. I have seen the joy on faces of
those who, with rapt attention, are concentrating on the
teaching. It has been common to have men, who say they
10
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Rejecting sorcery at the Yukilou seminar. After clearly teaching
the gospel, church leaders who had been involved in sorcery
burn the names of 13 different evil spirits as they repent of
their involvement in sorcery and its influence in their lives.

are pastors, repent and turn to the Lord at these courses
because this has been the first time they have heard and
understood the gospel. Such people leave the course born
again and changed by the power of the gospel.
The goal of the C2C courses is to get the gospel back
into the church and, God helping, create a passion in the
church which will deploy Christians into their communities to proclaim good news. We have also developed
a 48-page book which teaches the common outline
of the gospel. ‘Gutnius’, written in Pidgin English with
many Bible references, is being used by God to equip
churches to understand and spread good news. By
request, a special distribution of 5,700 copies of this
book is being planned for distribution to the womens’
fellowships in the highlands. Ruth Wangale, the president of CBC Women’s fellowships, wants women to
have their own copies as they study the Bible. Why? The
gospel changes lives. The gospel changes marriages.
The gospel changes families. The gospel is the power of
God for the salvation of everyone who believes!

Les and Kay Loader

ALLAN &
SHELLEY’S

Outback
Adventure
BY ALLAN MOSS

BACKGROUND

may offer. It’s always about loving Christ, believing what He
says and being obedient to what He tells us to do.

Outback Adventure! That is an interesting title that
someone has chosen for this article about the work we’ve
become involved with in the North West region of NSW.
Normally we associate an Outback Adventure with 4WD
treks through rough country, camping out in isolated
places and sitting around campfires enjoying a bushcooked meal. You enjoy the adventure for a couple of
weeks and then go back to whatever is normal for you.
Well, what we’re involved in has some similarities with
the typical adventure holiday. The campfires, the good
food and comfortable camping out in our caravan in
not-so-isolated places are some of them. But there are
a lot of distinctives as well. At the end of the trek we
don’t head home to whatever is normal, because this is
where we live, and what we do isn’t for a holiday. We’re
trying to be effective in reaching people for Christ,
teaching the believers the Word of God, and encouraging them when they need encouragement.

INTEREST IN THE OUTBACK WORK
Our interest in the work in the Outback began with a
throw-away line from Brad Scott from CCCAust. He
was meeting with the Elders from the Wollongbar and
Ballina Churches, and after the meeting he asked if
anyone would be interested in encouraging the believers in the Outback. As soon as Brad said that, Allan
felt an excitement in his heart. After a time of prayer,
the two of them talked about the need out west. That
resulted in Allan doing an exploratory trip out to Moree
and Brewarrina with his friend Artie Shipway from
Wollongbar in October 2016.
On that first trip, some basic things became apparent.
The believers out west were
doing a great job in
reaching out into

We’ve been involved in full-time Christian ministry since
1991 when we went to serve the Lord in Colombia. For the
last eleven years we’ve been happily involved in the Lord’s
work in and around Ballina in the beautiful Northern Rivers
of NSW. There we received a lot of encouragement from
wonderful believers with whom we have served the Lord.
We never envisaged that God would take us from the
idyllic holiday destination of Ballina and ask us to serve
Him in a more remote and not so appreciated part of
the country. After all, 40+ degree summers and regular
drought conditions aren’t so conducive to attracting
people to a place to live.
But Christian living is never about our comfort or
about the attractions that a temporary world

Allan and Shelley Moss
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different communities. But they were also in need of help
and encouragement, and that was something we felt we
could offer them. Over the next couple of years, Allan did
quite a few trips including a GLO Student Mission Trip
and two Encounter Mission Trips into this region. Shelley
wasn’t always able to come on the trips because of her
work, but she came along when she was able.
The biggest problem we faced as we tried to help the
Christians in the Outback is that it’s about a seven-hour
trip from Ballina to Moree. Brewarrina is another four
hours further west, and then there are all the other smaller
towns in the region where outreach was being conducted.
It was after a trip we did in October 2018 that we felt
challenged about moving out west. As usual, we enjoyed
the time with the believers and had great opportunities
in evangelism, but we came home realizing that so much
more was needed. We were able to help up to a point,
but the Christians in Moree and Brewarrina were really
stretched and needed more than what we were able
to give them from a distance. We talked to our Church
Elders and their wives as well as our kids, and began
praying about what the Lord wanted from us. That began
a process that ended with the Lord confirming to us and
to our Church that we should move to Moree.

OUTBACK WORKERS AND MINISTRIES
The work we’ve become involved in is multi-faceted.
The Strahans in Moree have, for many years, been
reaching out into the community through social
programs such as preparing and delivering meals to
disadvantaged kids. Each Tuesday it’s fruit and bread
donated by Coles and then on Thursdays they prepare
around 120 cooked meals to give out. The result of this

WE’RE ON A LEARNING
CURVE AS WE WORK IN
A CULTURAL SETTING
THAT IS A BIT DIFFERENT
TO WHAT WE’VE EXPERIENCED IN THE PAST
and other initiatives have given the Strahan family and
the Church a very high standing in the community.
Likewise, in Brewarrina, Isaac and Eileen Gordon are
held in very high regard as they serve among the
people. The emotional toll Isaac carries as he conducts
many funerals in so many of the Outback towns is
huge. But the heart of these Outback believers is the
message of the Gospel, and they’re preaching it whenever they have the opportunity.
As a way to find help for the work and, at the same
time, give young Christians an opportunity to experience ministry and grow in their gifting and maturity,
Paul and Erin Strahan have established an internship
program that runs out of the Church in Moree. Through
the Stewards Foundation, several houses have been
purchased in Moree to house interns, and a building in
Brewarrina to facilitate the work of the Church there.
With the help of Hands and Feet in Sydney, we have a
very effective NDIS program set up that provides work for
interns and others within the community. With this amazing
infrastructure that the Lord has provided in place, we need
to understand how He wants us to go forward from here.

At a campsite in Collarenebri with the GLO students on a short term mission trip.

12
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An open air meeting at The Namoi, in Walget, run by Isaac and Paul.

OUR ROLES IN THE OUTBACK WORK
We see ourselves in several roles in this Outback
work. One is as encouragers for the believers, not by
cheering on from the side lines, but by getting in and
working with them. That might be in evangelism, Bible
teaching, pastoral roles, mentoring or helping in the
NDIS work. Allan and Paul are also working to fine tune
the Internship program and at present we’re looking at
a suitable Bible study component to add to the course.
We are also working with a small group of believers in
Collarenebri, 140 kilometers away, to establish a regular
Bible study and outreach in the town. We’re looking to
travel regularly to Brewarrina to help the Church there.
Paul and Erin running an open air meeting in Moree.

In addition to the regular Church activities, Shelley is supporting Erin in her work administering the NDIS program
and also encouraging and supporting the women, many
of whom are only young in their Christian faith. We’re on
a learning curve as we work in a cultural setting that is a
bit different to what we’ve experienced in the past. Also,
the travel distances between towns and contacts is a lot
more than we’ve had to contend with in the past, so we
don’t want to be wasting opportunities but be sensitive
to how and where the Lord wants to use us.
At the end of the day though, our hope and trust is in
the Lord to do His work in and through the believers in
this beautiful outback region of Australia.

Doug and the boys playing during an open air in Brewarrina.
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An early church meeting in Madras, India

The Gospel handed out

IN INDIA
BY KEN HARDING

There was much excitement as the first GLO Team set about distributing 35
tons of Gospel literature in Madras city in the later months of 1966. If we gave
the literature away it would be collected by enterprising folk who would trade it
at the scrap paper merchants and make a little profit. So it was decided to sell
packs of Gospels for just a little more than the scrap paper value – but would the
common, poor people buy and read?
From the first evening we were inundated with crowds
of people wanting to buy “these three books about
Jesus” with the offer of a free Bible Correspondence
Course, in any one of seven languages. Within a week
there were many requests coming in for these courses
and our student number one became a very bright and
influential Christian.
14
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It happened like this; Kaliandra Sunderam saw a crowd
around a tall figure in the China Bazzar market place.
He was selling packets of books with a red booklet in
the front which said “Way Of Salvation.” Ah yes, he
thought, the big fellow must be Russian and as they
were advertising the economic way of salvation for
India through communism this must tell how to achieve

a new era of prosperity for India. Pushing through the
crowd he bought the pack and upon arriving home
he began to read “The Gospel of Luke.” This told of
a man who lived and died to be his Saviour from sin,
who loved him and came to seek and to save the lost –
just like him. Later that day he found the big man – an
Australian not Russian, and he also found the Way of
Salvation through the Saviour.
From that beginning a large number of people throughout Madras and Tamil Nadu State came to trust in the
Lord Jesus. Within two years, twenty thousand people
had enrolled in the Emmaus Bible Correspondence
School and over two thousand had told us of their new
faith in the Lord Jesus. Hundreds had come to meetings
and rallies. But our time was limited and as we left that
city God provided a local man of vision to take the work
forward. This was J. Victor Sundararaj, a high school
teacher and an Airforce Officer who was committed to
the spread of the Gospel.
Soon there began to appear new groups of believers in
many parts of the City and the State, and a number of
these became small local churches. In 1966 there were
five assemblies in and around Madras. When visiting
a few years later there were fifty-seven, many of which
were the result of the literature distributed and the
intensive follow-up programme. Victor, with a number of
helpers, began to arrange for Christian literature distribution, offering Bible Courses throughout India. People
were mobilised from the local churches to join with
country Christians in distribution and Open Air Meetings.
Hundreds of thousands of Gospels, Bible portions,
tracts, booklets, New Testaments and Bibles in the main
languages were distributed freely or sold, depending on
the circumstances. Bible Correspondence Courses were
supplied and there was a high ratio of completion.
One of Victor’s faithful helpers was John Pandi, who,
together with his wife Sundari gave themselves fully to
the work of the Lord, often with very limited means and
continuing to this day. However the Word of the Lord
spread and prospered. When Victor retired, John, with
his wife’s support, carried the vision forward, using hundreds of volunteers to get the Word of God out to the
people. Special holidays were used as mobilising occasions to reach the masses in towns and cities all over
the State of Madras (Tamil Nadu) and beyond. Trade
fairs, Bible exhibitions and religious festivals are great
times of concentrated outreach – all bathed in fervent
prayer. Many thousands have been saved and hundreds
of local churches have been established. All because
of a vision going back over 50 years but developed by
each generation serving its own people with passion
and faith in the Saviour who said “Go, preach, teach,
baptise...and I will be with you always, even to the end
of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15.)

Victor and Daisy Sundararaj

John Pandi and Gnana Sundar

LATER THAT DAY HE
FOUND THE BIG MAN
AND HE ALSO FOUND
THE WAY OF SALVATION
THROUGH THE SAVIOUR.
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Lasting Fruit
GOD DOES EXIST
IN ALBANIA
BY BRIAN GOODWIN

You may have been reading in your Bible about Albania without knowing it.
When you read that “Titus has gone to Dalmatia” you’re reading about Paul’s
friend heading towards a province of the Roman Empire in what is now called
Albania. The apostle heeded the call to Albania when, in a vision, a man from
Macedonia cried, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when reviewing
his missionary journeys, Paul remembers that he had preached all the way north
from Jerusalem to Illyricum in Albania.
DOES GOD EXIST IN ALBANIA?

Anna had immigrated to Australia with her parents
when she was six. Now adult, she returned to Italy in

Albania was proclaimed in 1967 as “the first atheistic
state in the world.” By then it had escaped the jackheeled boots of the Nazis and fallen under the heel
of the Soviet Union. “After the war,” remember Tom
and Anna D’Andrea, “it was an extremely atheistic and
communistic regime that lasted for nearly fifty years.
A sign at the airport at that time warned anyone who
managed to enter: God does not exist in Albania.”
Really?
Tom and Anna are true-blue Italians, born in Italy. How
come they’re so involved in Albania, then, returning
there about every two years?
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order to study (guess where) at the same Bible institute
in the same year. Love blossomed. After graduation
Anna returned to Australia while Tom stayed on in
Italy for some months, working in a new church which
was still being established. It was then a matter of his
moving to Western Australia to be near Anna. They
married forty-seven years ago, in 1972.
It almost seemed they were shaped by birth to become
evangelists and missionaries. Their surname, D’Andrea,
means “(Son) of Andrew.” Their family was surnamed,
whether they knew it or not, after the original Andrew,
the one who brought his brother, Peter, to Jesus

Well, listen to how they tell it.

because he had “found the Messiah.”

GOD AT WORK

“Four years after our marriage we went to the GLO

“I was born into a Roman Catholic family,” says Tom, “but
didn’t become a Christian till I was 22.” Keen for God, Tom
worked as a missionary with Operation Mobilisation until
he went to the Rome Bible Institute in 1968.

children.” Their studies blew oxygen onto their mis-
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Training Centre in Smithton, Tasmania, with our three
sionary zeal. “We then returned to Perth with an allconsuming desire to reach Italians for Christ.” Italians in
Italy, that is. So they shifted there.

INTO “THE LAND OF THE EAGLE”

needed more workers. Many Albanians spoke good Italian
so were helpful in forwarding the fledgling work.”

Meanwhile, immense changes were re-shaping Albania,
700 kilometres away across the Adriatic Sea. “In

The evangelistic effort then moved 150 kilometres

1991 the atheistic regime there finally collapsed and

south to Vlore, a largely Muslim city. “From Vlore the

soon after the long-time dictator, Enver Hoxha, died.

work spread to Shkoder, 250 kilometres to the north.

“Albanian refugees flooded into Italy by the thou-

Young people there showed a lot of interest.” Shkoder

sands,” remember Tom and Anna. “They were received

is the capital of the surrounding county and is one of

and cared for by believers. And for the first time in a

the most ancient cities in the Balkans. About 80,000

long time, outsiders could enter Albania to share the

people make it their home. The gospel kept on spread-

gospel and take in much needed help.”

ing to other areas as well. It had found an increasingly

“The work we were involved in began in the capital,

secure foothold in the country.

Tirana.” Tirana is the largest city in the Republic of Albania,
located in the centre of the country and surrounded by
mountains and hills. It boasts a population of around
480,000. “Interest in the gospel, something that had been
forbidden for almost fifty years, was so strong that we

Anna and Tom are interviewed during a meeting in Albania.
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RELIGION AND REALITY

KEEN TO LEARN

Until the arrival of communism, Albania had experienced centuries of Christianity in its various forms, especially the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches. The
country had been Christianised since the 11th century.

“We rented a house to serve as a focus for the new
church and also to be somewhere where we could show
warmth and hospitality.” Many young people found
Christ and were soon ready for baptism. “Many of them
found their marriage-mates there, and the resultant fifty
children became the basis of a Sunday School!” These
children are now second generation Christians.

The D’Andreas were still working in the south of Italy in
1992 but found it hard going. Maybe God was nudging
them in another direction. Tom was invited that year to
go across the Adriatic and see what was happening in
Albania. He stayed two months. “I saw the tremendous
need and opportunity there, and felt God challenging us to start a work in Shkoder. Our children were all
settled back in Australia by then, so we felt we could
make the move.” So they did.
Albania was the last country in Europe to throw off
Communism. Under the Communist regime the country
had been reduced to extreme poverty and chaos. “Shops
and factories were not functioning, little food was available, roads had been destroyed, trees had been cut
down for firewood and there was little electricity. People
were confused and frustrated, but they were open to this
novel message, the gospel. They were also very willing
to accept anything else we could bring into the country
for them!” For years the Bible had been forbidden so,
until it was available in Albanian, missionaries had to use
the Italian Bible. “The people had been brainwashed for
years and were thus suspicious of this new teaching, so
most instruction at that stage was given one-to-one.”

PEOPLE WERE CONFUSED
AND FRUSTRATED, BUT THEY
WERE OPEN TO THIS NOVEL
MESSAGE, THE GOSPEL.

18
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“The Catholic Church was now free to open their doors
again and the priests began preaching against us. The
opposition was strong. One young man, a nephew of
the only Albanian Roman Catholic cardinal, came to
oppose and argue. He was told to go home and read
the New Testament and then come back. He returned
sometime later and accepted the Lord. His family
caused him a lot of problems because of this, but
he persevered and has continued to be a very useful
member of the assembly. Somewhat strangely, there
was little opposition from Muslims, and so many of the
Christians are from an Islamic background.” (Islam had
come to the country with the invasion of the Ottomans
in the mid-15th century. Muslims make up 58% of the
country’s population.)
In the years since Tom and Anna returned to settle
again in Western Australia, a large four-storey building has been put up in Shkoder to house the church
and kindergarten. It also accommodates students from
other parts of the country who come to study the Bible.
It’s a part-time three year course. The first graduation
was last year, when eleven students graduated. Twenty
new students began this year.
The work in Albania is now 28 years old. “The Lord
has done marvellous things in many parts,” is Tom and
Anna’s summary. See, God does exist in Albania.

COMINGS & GLOINGS
CONGRATULATIONS

PASTORAL VISITS

Congratulations to Kot and
Dimsan from Myanmar for the
birth of their fourth child –
Elizabeth, born on June 30.

Andrew Cowell and Allan & Kerry Driver visited the
Mongolian team in May for a pastoral and teaching visit.
It was a very encouraging time for the team, as well as for
Andrew, Allan and Kerry.
Ganbat in Mongolia with Allan and Kerry Driver.

IN MEMORY
Bruce Young from Adelaide, who
had been serving the Lord at
GLO Riverstone in administration
for the past 3 years, including 2
visits (one for 6 months) to Spain
to serve the Lord alongside
Trevor & Manoli Allen, went to be
with the Lord on Monday 3 June
after being diagnosed 4 months
earlier with Mesothelioma cancer.
We thank God for Bruce’s servant
heart, testimony and love for the
Lord. We will truly miss him.

Geoff Weatherley had a wonderful encouraging visit to the
GLO team in Indonesia in early July. He spoke at several
churches and taught at the Training Centre.
Geoff Weatherley with young adults’ group in Indonesia.

WELCOME
We welcome Betty Joseph
from India who has come to
do Mission experience at GLO
Riverstone and assist in different
areas for four months. Pray for
Betty that the Lord will direct her
future. We thank God for her.

Les Loader has visited the work in PNG for teaching and
encouragement.
Les Loader with some past GLO students from PNG.

Andrew Cowell had an encouraging time in Sth Korea in May
lecturing at CTI, as well as teaching and visiting churches.
Andrew lecturing in Sth Korea.

MISSION TRIP
The GLO CrossConnect students with Bruce Buckley and
Valerie Kwan had a wonderful mission experience to the
Philippines in June and visited the GLO work in Eastern and
Western Samar and were involved in practical ministries.
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