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PROC VIDENCE

HOW GOD IS WORKING IN GLO THROUGH COVID

Editorial
We are living through a period of time that will be written about in
history books. Documentaries will retell the story of COVID-19 for
ANDREW COWELL
GLO Co-Director

generations to come. You and I will tell future generations about
how the world shut down in 2020 due to a pandemic.

Another story that we must tell, however, to one
another and to future generations, is how regional lockdowns and a worldwide shutdown could not contain
the spread of the gospel (cf. 2 Tim. 2:8-9). To help you
share that story, in this edition of Spearhead we have
collected reports from around the world that testify to
the fact that God’s Word cannot be bound and God’s
work cannot be stopped even by a global pandemic.
Stories from people like Dani & Doina in Romania,
who were perfectly poised to take advantage of online
opportunities (pg. 10). Tales from Sami and the team
in Mongolia, who saw a new work begun amid closed

borders and domestic lockdowns (pg. 7). News of John
& Sundari in India distributing gospel tracts about a
“virus that changed the world.” Testimonies from Kamal
& Bimala, who are based in Nepal, and how they utilised
YouTube to advance the Gospel amongst Nepalese communities within Nepal as well as further abroad (pg. 16).
As you read this edition of Spearhead we hope and
trust that you will be encouraged by stories of how God
has providentially worked amid COVID-19 and better
appreciate why this edition of Spearhead has been
aptly entitled “Procovidence.”
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Pit Stop

STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2021
What do Formula One drivers do during inclement weather? The driver takes a
Pit Stop to change tyres. Why? Because even though they lose time stopping
to change tyres, once the new tyres are fitted they can go further and faster. In
short, sometimes stopping means you end up going faster!
That is what GLO Australia is doing in 2021. Due to
COVID-19 related interruptions, we have decided to
pause the delivery of training, hosting events, and

Photo by Gustavo Campos on Unsplash

visiting overseas partners so that we can focus on ten
strategic projects that will help us go further and faster
in 2022 and beyond.
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PIT-STOP PROJECTS
RELOCATING THE CROSSCONNECT COURSE TO SYDNEY
In 2019, after much prayerful discussion, the GLO leadership team concluded that it was God’s will to relocate the
CrossConnect Course, which is our discipleship and ministry training program, to Sydney in 2022. In the latter half of
2021, a substantial amount of time will be dedicated to physically moving team members and training resources from
Smithton to Sydney.

RENOVATING THE RIVERSTONE TRAINING CENTRE
In preparation for accommodating a new training course, additional team members, and extra trainees we are dedicating the first half of 2021 to re-configuring and renovating our Riverstone Training Centre. For more details about
this exciting project please refer to the article entitled “Fit for Purpose” on page 5.

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE
In addition to renovating the training centre, in preparation for relocating CrossConnect to Sydney in 2021, we plan
to increase our accommodation capacity by subdividing and developing 2,000 m2 of unused land into four residential
house sites, and then erecting two five-bedroom homes plus two ten-bedroom NDIS Group Homes. For more details
about this strategic project please refer to the article entitled “Building for the Future” on page 6.

ADDING A SECOND ESL COURSE
For many years GLO has delivered “CrossTalk Residential,” an ESL training program catering to the language
needs of overseas students residing at our training centre. Next year, God willing, the GLO team would like to add
“CrossTalk Community,” a second ESL training program that would cater specifically to the language and culture
needs of new immigrants who live locally.

FURTHER DEVELOPING OUR TRAINING
This year our CrossConnect and CrossTalk teams will focus their energies on upskilling, developing curriculum, and
improving assessments.

IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE PROJECTS
THIS YEAR WE WILL ALSO CONCENTRATE
OUR TIME AND ENERGY ON:
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•

Enhancing Promotion by improving our website,
streamlining social media, and producing videos etc.

•

Expanding our Financial Support systems by implementing
the “External Conduct Standards,” a set of standards
recently introduced by the Government.

•

Improving Governance by renewing our Company
Constitution, last done in 1988.

•

Streamlining Support by introducing a new community
relations management (CRM) database.

•

Exploring Options in Circular Head to bless back to the
churches who have blessed GLO for so many years through
supporting the Smithton Training Centre.
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PIT STOP PRAYERS
GLO Australia has not had a
pit stop for many years, and
most likely won’t have another
pit stop for many years to
come. For that reason, we
need your prayers. Please
pray that God will grant us the
wisdom to prioritise and the
strength to follow through so
that we can make the most
of this Procovidential Pit Stop
and travel further and faster in
2022 and beyond.

Fit for Purpose

RIVERSTONE TRAINING CENTRE FIT-OUT

Chances are, you’ve probably heard the term “fit for purpose” before. It basically means
that a product is good enough to do the job that it is designed to do.
Up until now, the Riverstone Training Centre has been “fit for purpose.” Next year,
however, when we add a new training course, additional team members, plus extra
trainees the training centre will no longer be “fit for purpose.”
FOR THAT REASON, WE ARE UNDERTAKING
AN OFFICE FIT-OUT THAT INCLUDES:

PLEASE PRAY THAT GOD WILL:
• provide the finances for this project,

• adding an extra classroom plus offices,

• fill the training centre with team members and trainees,

• enlarging our living, dining and conference rooms,

• use the training centre as a strategic base for multiplying disciple-makers and extending His kingdom.

• plus updating the building to current building
codes, at an expected cost of over three hundred
thousand dollars.*
This exciting project is already underway and we can’t
wait until it is finished and can be utilised for equipping
future generations of disciple-makers and supporting
the wider cross-cultural ministry of GLO Australia.

Through your partnership and prayers, we hope that
God will deem the Riverstone Training Centre to be fit
for His future Kingdom Building purposes.
* Please note that all donations to this project are Tax
Deductible and therefore can be deducted from your taxable
income when you lodge your next tax return.

SPEARHEAD ISSUE 1 2021

5

Building the Riverstone Training Centre

BUILDING

tomorrow

FOR

RIVERSTONE DEVELOPMENT
In the late 1980s, God led the GLO leadership to start “building for tomorrow.”
They purchased and developed a 3-acre site in Riverstone, on the outskirts of
Sydney, as a training and ministry base.
During the early 1990s, an extensive building program resulted in the erection
of a training centre and administration office, a large church and sports centre
complex, plus three 3-bedroom units.
For over a quarter of a century, those buildings have
provided an amazing ministry platform from which
the Lord has enabled the wider ministry of GLO to be
managed, supported, and equipped.
Now, in the early 2020s, God is leading the GLO leadership to continue the tradition of “building for tomorrow.”
As a result we are embarking upon another large building
program that is designed to provide facilities for present and
future ministry needs. This Building program will involve:
REMODEL
REMODELEXISTING
EXISTING
TRAINING
TRAININGCENTRE*
CENTRE

provide
for
• To
more
classrooms
• more classrooms
• more bathrooms
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Whilst final figures are still to come, building for tomorrow will cost well over 4 million dollars. As we step
forward by faith, it is our hope and prayer, that God will
not only provide the necessary finances but will also
enable GLO Ministries to build facilities from which the
ministry can be managed, supported, and equipped for
another quarter of a century, or until the Lord returns!
To help enlarge the ministry platform visit www.glo.org.au
/building-projects or fill in the enclosed slip.
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* Please note that donations to projects indicated with an * are Tax Deductible and therefore can be deducted from
your taxable income when you lodge your next tax return.
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UPSTART
A NEW WORK IN
SELENGE, MONGOLIA
BY SAMI SOLDAN

Selenge Province is located about 450 km north of Ulaanbaatar, along the
Russian border. For about two years, Sami and Ani Soldan have supported a
Mongolian couple, Uga and Ichko, who work in this area.

SELENGE

Ulaanbaatar

THE WORK IN THE PROVINCE OF SELENGE
Uga received his Bible training with YWAM Mongolia
and has worked with Campus Crusade for Christ for
a few years. Ichko studied in the Philippines for two
years, in an Evangelism school, and after getting
married they both decided to serve God as a family,
wherever He would call them. In 2018, after serving in
Ulaanbaatar and a couple of other locations, they felt
God was calling them to serve in Selenge Province,
which is a large province with a relatively small number
of churches.

IN THE LIVING ROOM OF
THEIR TWO BEDROOM
APARTMENT, THEY HOST
SUNDAY SERVICES, YOUTH
MEETINGS, ENGLISH
LESSONS, AND MANY
PRAYER MEETINGS
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BAYRA AND
TUMEN

Uga, Ichko and family

As we write, Bayra finds himself once again in a COVID19 lockdown. This is at least the fourth time that he has
experienced a hard lockdown in the past 12 months,
while at other times there was some freedom but there
were still restrictions. He is currently waiting and praying
for a lifting of restrictions by the end of April but knows it
may continue until the end of May. He feels the government is facing difficulties in dealing with the pandemic.
While COVID-19 is making things very difficult he has
been able to do some teaching online. This includes
some Bible studies with a number of his ping-pong
students and also some online training for ping-pong.
He recognises, however, that he does need some further
Bible study resources. Tumen also has been able to do
some online teaching with her violin school and college
students. Due to the COVID lockdowns, Bayra and
Tumen have found it very difficult to get to Ulziit. This
is even with the blessing of a car the Lord provided for
them towards the end of 2019.
Bayra has found the isolation testing as he does enjoy
fellowship with other believers. Bayra and Tumen are
looking forward to the summer school break, which is
usually from mid-June to the end of August. They are
praying the lockdowns will be lifted by that time. Bayra
could then enjoy fellowship with the Church community
and those at Ulziit. Likewise, if lockdowns are lifted before
the summer, various camps will be able to be run at the
Ulzit building. The camps naturally require preparations,
and they need to work out with Sami and Ani, the timing
of the different camps and associated activities.

Here, Uga is coordinating church leaders from the
whole province, training and mentoring them in the
process of leading the existent churches as well as
planting new ones. At the same time, he is leading
a small group of believers who meet in his home, as
they work towards planting a church as well. In the
living room of their two bedroom apartment, they host
Sunday services, youth meetings, English lessons, and
many prayer meetings, as Ichko is a godly woman who
believes in the power of prayer.
Last year God put on Sami and Ani’s hearts the desire
to channel more of their attention and resources on the
ministry in Selenge, and to start a partnership with this
wonderful Mongolian couple. God opened the doors
for them to buy a small old house and a plot of land in
a village with no church or missionaries. The house is
not in very good condition and they aren’t sure it can
be used in the long run, but the location is providing
a lot of ministry opportunities. Their prayer is that they
will be able to see a new church coming to life and
many people in this area getting to know God.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, Selenge was one of
the most affected areas in Mongolia. Uga and Ichko
tried to show God’s love to the locals by distributing
food and essential items. Some churches and individuals from Romania supported this action and it was a
real blessing for the local community. Every family that
received help, had the chance to hear the gospel as
well. Some were more open than others and bridges
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were built, as many doors remained open for further
visits. Besides this, Uga shared that this kind of action is
appreciated by the local government, and he believes
this will really contribute towards a positive answer
regarding a pending application for an official church
permit.
All in all, in a year with many global, local, and personal
challenges, believers from Mongolia were able to
witness firsthand God’s surprising way of opening up
wonderful new opportunities.

RUBEN
In His steadfast love and mercy, God opened doors
at exactly the right time for Ani and Ruben’s journey
to Romania, so that Ruben could have his open-heart
surgery. They have also been given the chance to return
safely to Mongolia just before a new strict lockdown
was imposed. All the events were wonderfully orchestrated by God and we are so grateful!
Ruben’s surgery was a success and surgeons successfully repaired four congenital malfunctions in his
heart. There are still some concerns about an abnormally formed valve, which could not be repaired
during this time. Although at the moment it does not
cause him health problems, the doctors will observe
his progress in a year’s time, after which they will
decide if further surgery is needed. Please pray with
us for favourable progress.

GANBAT AND
AZURE
Ganbat acknowledges the pandemic is affecting people
everywhere and that is especially true for developing
countries like Mongolia. Sadly, just as in various countries
throughout the world, many Mongolians are losing their
jobs and suffering from poverty and this is increasing
every day. He states “as a follower of Christ, I continue to
learn and try to understand what God is telling us during
this time. I certainly have learned that nothing is truly
reliable in our world, except God. He is unchanging and
totally faithful.”
“During the lockdowns,” Ganbat shared, “I found it
important to think outside of the box and though many
places have remained closed, it has been amazing
to see how God has enabled church members to still
gather together online, to read God’s word, and worship
together. Though we find it hard not being free to meet
together, we are still thankful to the Lord for the teaching that is available online during this pandemic. We,
like many believers in Mongolia, are looking forward to
the time when we can freely meet together with God’s
precious family, free to gather and worship our almighty
and loving God.”
“Our family is doing well. Naomi was accepted into a
Christian University in America and the Lord miraculously opened the way for her to arrange her Visa interview during the one week of no quarantine in January.
Further, though the Mongolian border was closed
Naomi was included in one of the few charter flights and
she left on January 15 of this year. We are very grateful
to God for her and believe she will continue to grow in
her Christian faith.”

Ruben
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Perfectly

POISED

FOR ONLINE MINISTRY DURING THE PANDEMIC
BY DOINA VASILCA

On the 9th of June 2014, the Good News Radio ministry was launched as the
first online Christian radio for all Romanian children and parents. In the last
seven years we have served God with the Good News Radio online, which
proved to be a fantastic tool especially during the 2020 and 2021 lockdowns.
So far, the Good News Radio has been accessed by
Romanians from 109 countries around the world! The
program runs 24/7 and consists of music, bible and
missionary stories, bible verses, devotionals, seminars
for families and interactive live shows. Dani edits many
of the recorded programs and together we run the live
shows for children and parents twice a week.

”We are tired of the restrictions, but can’t have enough
of the radio programs!” (Romania)
“I couldn’t sleep last night as I was afraid that we might
catch the virus, but the verses from the last live show
came to my mind.” (Spain)

Sibiu, Romania and reaches hundreds of homes in less

Below are just a few of the questions that children have
asked us on the radio Whatsapp number, during or after
the live shows:

than 30 seconds.

“What are we going to learn today?“

The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation. How true
this is! The Good News goes on air from the studio in

The Word of God comforts, challenges, changes and
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My children have started to read their Bibles every day
since they listen to your programs. (Romania)

“How can I have my sins forgiven?“

gives new birth to listeners of all ages. Here are some of

“How can I be a child of God?”

the testimonies from our listeners:

“How can I tell others about God?”
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Listening to the radio program

“

I spoke to my 6 yrs. old son, Amos, one night.
He understood that he must receive the Lord Jesus
and after he had prayed alone, he told me that he is
now born in the family of God! The story of Nicodemus
which we heard on the radio a few days ago made him
understand this concept better. He then told his older
brother Levi, that he should also be born again! He was
so enthusiastic and full of joy: ‘Do not wait any longer.
You can pray right now. God listens to your prayer!’
We thank God for you, Dani and Doina, and
for the Good News Radio!” (Austria)

“

“

Early in the morning my son tells me:
today it’s “The Children’s Club”!
He won’t miss it for the world!” (England)

“

“

We are listening to the live show in the car
on the way to school. I have told other families from
my church to listen as well. Thank you for bringing
the Gospel to the children in such a dynamic and
interesting format. You are a great tool
in the hand of our God.” (Spain)

“

“If I am saved, but sin again and then don’t have time to ask
God to forgive me, will I go to heaven if He comes tonight?”
Many children shared the link with friends. Two Orthodox
children asked us at the end of the show: “May I share
the link with my friends?”
The digital ministry through the online radio continues

uninterrupted! It’s a lot of work to prepare a radio program,
recorded or live, but the Word of God runs swiftly, reaching
homes and crossing borders with no passport needed! And
most importantly, it is life changing!
Please pray for all the children and parents we reach
online, that God will touch their lives and that the Word
of God will transform their hearts.
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A Sea Called

INDIA
BY KEN HARDING

In the mid 1960’s Mr Bob Glasgow published a book entitled “A Sea Called
India” which illustrated the enormous population of that country. Photos of busy
market places and crowds of people demonstrated the almost impossible task
of evangelising so many people. Madras (now Chennai) then had a population
of about three million and India had approximately 450 Million. Now, 55 years
later the figures are staggering; Chennai in excess of 11 million and Tamil Nadu
state 72 million, while the population of India has blown out to nearly 1.4 billion.
Every one a person whom God so loved that He sent the Lord Jesus to die for
their sins. Good news for all India.
Photo by Abhishek K. Singh on unsplash
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HOW HAS
CORONAVIRUS
CHANGED
THINGS
F O R YO U?

Some of the gospel tracts
that have been distruibuted
When GLO sent the first Team to Madras in 1966 the
task seemed overwhelming but successive GLO National
team members have given themselves to the mission
of reaching the multitudes for whom the Saviour died.
Now, for over 40 years John and Sundari Pandi along
with a succession of helpers have been on the cutting
edge of the ministry. All seemed well with very intentional literature programs of outreach until the COVID-19
virus struck over a year ago. What to do?
Firstly, God always has His ways of getting the job done
and yes, literature could still be used in a more restrictive way; so what an opportunity when a new brochure
became available called “After COVID-19” (The virus
that changed the world) (See Picture). This was used at
the Christmas outreach where 12 thousand copies, along
with 16 thousand gospels of John were distributed.
These were available in English only. However other
literature such as The Truth Shall Set You Free and His
Name Shall be Called Wonderful (See Pictures) became
available in the Tamil and Telegu languages catering for
about 140 million people.
But then with the help of brothers who are technologically savvy, this and other good gospel literature was
converted to electronic means of distribution such as
WhatsApp. Email and ZOOM have also been used to
good effect. All over Tamil Nadu state and throughout
India, Christian workers distribute literature at such
places as Railway stations and Bus depots. The reader is
directed to an online contact to receive further help and

a Bible Correspondence Course. “While some are being
added to local churches, many who are saved will never
be known to us here”, says John Pandi; “but we will see
them in eternity.” Online outreach and follow-up has
become the norm in this time of crisis. Truly, God has His
ways and His word is not bound.
In April the Bible Books Exhibition was displayed and
the team distributed Bibles, study books and Gospel
portions. The core team of John and Sundari Pandi and
S.P. Ganesh had lots of helpers in this vital ministry. We
praise God that while Brother S.P. Ganesh and his family
have had COVID-19, they are all well again and have now
returned to work in this ministry.
From just five local Assemblies in Chennai in 1966, John
tells of 80 or more now in this vast metropolis, but scattered throughout the State of Tamil Nadu there may well
be some 600 local Assemblies. Many of these are able
to access the literature and utilise the follow-up means
in order to help their people grow and expand their
outreach programs. Christian workers with a passion for
the Lord Jesus and His Gospel are scattered through this
state and all over India.
God is at work, people are being saved, churches are
being established, Christian workers are laying down
their lives for the cause of the Gospel. And... Jesus is
being glorified through the proclamation of the good
news that He died, rose again and lives to save all who
come to God through Him. How we long for His coming
to take His waiting people home. Hallelujah!
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Garage

THEOLOGY
BY COLIN AND SHEEBA PANDI
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Photo by Tyler Nix on Unsplash

Some days ago, I got a call at 3 am in the morning. As the phone
rang, my initial reaction was to cut the call and go back to sleep.
It was a good friend who wouldn’t normally call at odd hours, so
I decided to pick up the call. “Hello Colin, Joe is in a very bad
state. He’s crying and wants to talk to you now. I’m wondering if
I can bring him over to your place”. I sat up. We had been trying
to reach out to Joe for many, many years. I said, “Of course, yes,
bring him right away”, and put the phone down.

LOCKDOWN EVANGELISM
By now Sheeba was up, and I told her this friend was
bringing Joe over. Joe had been a friend of ours for
a long time but then disappeared for many years.
Phone calls would be ignored, text messages inviting
him home would get a one word reply, “Sure”, but he
would never come and see us. We knew he was in a
mess and remembered him in our prayers.
By 3:15 am, this friend of ours had brought Joe over.
He poured his heart out and wept bitterly. We spoke to
him for a few hours. Later on, we came to know that Joe
was on the verge of taking his life that night. God had
brought him to us, and here I was, wondering if I was
making any difference during the lockdown. I had been
feeling sad about the number of camps, outreaches and
mission trips that had to be cancelled this year. That
conversation with Joe reminded us that God is in absolute control of His work, Covid or no Covid. Since that
night, Joe has dropped in to see us once in a while.
We’ve had to stop a lot of our ‘normal routine work’
this last year, but God’s work carried on. Since people
couldn’t go out much during the lockdown, we started
a Facebook outreach called Chennai Christian Worship.
As a family, we went live on this page with worship, at 8
am for a year. The idea was to encourage people and
families to sit down and worship during the lockdown.
We received many text messages and phone calls from

GOD CONSTANTLY
REMINDED US THAT HE IS
IN CONTROL AND USES
THOSE OF US WHO ARE
WILLING – LOCKDOWN OR
NO LOCKDOWN.

Colin & Sheeba with
Serene and Rheanan

different people, saying they watched or listened to the
worship sessions at home/at work/while driving, and were
encouraged even while feeling down during the lockdown. We were amazed to see feedback from people
who we had been trying to reach out to for years, and
even people in far away places who we hadn’t met for a
long time.

ONLINE BIBLE STUDY
We started Garage Theology a year before the lockdown. A few of us met at 9 am every Saturday, for Bible
Study through Zoom. This was done with the idea of
keeping the leaders here grounded in the Word, and
for training them for the work ahead. Those of us who
could join the Bible study in person, would meet in a
garage, and hence the name Garage Theology. The
rest would join in via Zoom. We continued with Garage
Theology even during the lockdown. Last year, Allan
Driver took the team through the Old Testament survey.
This year, Michael Taylor and Murray Lydmore lead the
team through the Pastoral Epistles. We also had some
others join in for the Bible Study – leaders and missionaries who live in remote villages.
This past year, God constantly reminded us that He is
in control and we were encouraged to know that God
uses those of us who are willing – Covid or no Covid,
lockdown or no lockdown. We don’t always see it, but
God doesn’t stop His work.
Here are a few lines from a song called ‘Way Maker’
that we’ve been singing often this year:
“Even when I don’t see it, You’re working
Even when I don’t feel it, You’re working
You never stop, You never stop working
You never stop, You never stop working.”
Amen.
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Gospel Series

PANDEMIC HELPS ACHIEVE VISION!
KEITH CRUICKSHANK

For a number of years, Kamal had a vision to create a Nepali Gospel Video
series. His intention was to explain the Gospel in the Nepali context with
visuals, aiming to make an impact on unreached Nepali people. He hoped new
believers with a desire to share the gospel would also find them helpful.
Though Kamal had this vision of a complete series covering all the essential aspects of the gospel, he knew it
would require gifted manpower with technical skills to
make the videos, as well as the script writing and voice
recording, a huge time commitment!
Suddenly the corona crisis helped his vision to be
fulfilled. Restrictions due to the pandemic meant that
Kamal could not spend several nights teaching the
gospel to seekers in their homes, travelling to visit the
small groups of believers in nearby districts, or attending
to his regular leadership responsibilities. Kamal had also
been spending time in translation work.
During the early days of the pandemic, Brother Geunmin
‘Joseph’ Choi proposed that the Timothy Publications
Team postpone their book publishing work for a while
and instead produce some Bible Videos. He believed this
new ministry would be very beneficial during the time
when no physical contact was allowed. As Kamal had not
previously shared his vision of producing a gospel video
series with Br Choi, the way this proposal providentially
matched his vision brought Kamal much joy.

16
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A team of three set to work. Kamal and Br.Bir Bahadur
Rana in Kathmandu shared the script writing, dividing
the topics between them. Br.Bir Bahadur did the editing,
Kamal the voice recording and Br Jitendra put together
the video composition.

THE GOALS FOR THE VIDEOS
1.

To use them for outreach for people in general, who
live too far away to reach with the limited time and
resources available.

2.

To give an authentic Gospel message in Nepali, so
people of any other belief might hear the true Biblebased message.

3.

To cover the key different aspects of the gospelExistence of God, God is One but a Trinity, Sin,
Judgment, Hell, Salvation, Lordship of Christ and
Beginning a new Christian Life.

4.

To prepare ready-made Gospel resources for church
outreach.

5.

To send the videos to unsaved friends, family
members and relatives of believers who live in
foreign countries or too far away from the church.

Ten videos were produced and have become very
important for those living in distant areas.
Firstly the videos were shared on YouTube with limited
results. Then Jitendra started sharing the videos on
Facebook which has proved very effective, with many
thousands of viewers, up to the Facebook limit for
groups! Jitendra has been handling the responses.

COVID-19 LIFE CHALLENGES
People movements were restricted in the first months
of Covid so the leaders gathered weekly in the church
to pray and plan. The church was divided into groups
for fellowship and worship by location. Each area had a
leader appointed.
The initial stage of the crisis was a serious blow to the
believers as many lost their jobs, needing relief which
the church was able to provide. Job opportunities
continue to be limited and are affecting families. School
was closed for three months and then started by zoom,
but 75% of students have no mobile devices, laptop or
internet access.
Services were for some time conducted on zoom,
but now almost all services have resumed as before.
However, no food is allowed in the church, so small
groups gather in believers’ homes for meals and
fellowship.
In Nepal, the pandemic has brought many changes in
church life, some beneficial, others very challenging,

BAPTISMS AT SARLAHI
Brother Dhruba Aryal began monthly visits to Sarlahi in
2012. Sarlahi is a district in mid-east Nepal located 350
km, ten hours by road from Kathmandu. The people are
very poor as there are few opportunities for employment
and many work away in factories in the cities. Currently
there are 32 believers and 60 children in the assembly led
by Br.Bihm. In January nine people were baptised. Since
Covid, visits by Dhruba are infrequent but they are able
to hear the word of God via zoom. A 508 sq/m block has
been purchased and Dhruba says they are prayerfully
planning to start construction of a meeting hall this year.
Please pray about this building project.

but the work of sharing the gospel continues well.
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God’s Word
IS NOT BOUND
BRIAN GOODWIN

Photo by Ben Villarosa on Unsplash
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Two years ago, no one had heard of
“COVID-19.” Now, everyone has heard of
it. The world is reeling from it, still. That
includes the Philippines.
Lying close to China, it was invaded by
the deadly virus soon after it was first
identified in Wuhan in December 2019.
The first confirmed case of this virus in
the Philippines was on 30 January 2020,
brought in by a 39-year old tourist from
Wuhan. Two days later the first recorded
death from the disease outside China
occurred in Manila.

Bob and Libby Allen are unable to return to the country
of their calling because of the virus. I ask them about
the impact of the disease upon their usual stomping
ground, Catbalogan.
“Well,” they answer, “the virus quickly spread to all
parts of the country, including where we normally work.
Catbalogan is a port city and gateway to the three
provinces of Samar. It’s the main centre for commerce,
education, finance and political life in the area.”
“At one stage our hospital was closed as fifty of the staff
tested positive to the virus. There is shame in the culture
to contract a communicable disease, so people often
don’t come forward. The true number of people with
the disease can’t be known with any kind of accuracy.”
“The damage to Catbalogan has been economic,”
they add. “People couldn’t work, they couldn’t travel
out of their suburb more than 500 metres, or visit other
houses. Life’s difficult for most people as they don’t
have a refrigerator, a pantry, bank cards, or even a
wallet. Going without meals is common.”
A GLO church-starting team has been working in
Catbalogan since 2009. “How has Covid affected the
assembly?”
“Initially the church couldn’t meet. We previously had
had regular visits by church members from Guiuan but
that had to stop.”
“One of our members, known as JR, was able to continue visiting because of a special pastoral pass. That
way he was able to regularly visit people outside his
zone. Even though his wife was pregnant, and thus con-

Bob & Libby Allen

sidered to be high-risk, they were protected from the
virus. They were able to set up good communication
with people, and devotions via chat groups. Eventually
they were able to meet in the church but no one
younger than fifteen or older than sixty could attend.
But close relationships developed and the believers’
faith was deepened through their small-group Bible
studies. This has led to some new members.”
“God’s word is not bound,” I thought, remembering the
Apostle Paul’s comment in 2 Timothy 2.9. I’d heard about
recent baptisms in Catbalogan, so I asked about them.
“We try to prepare people for baptism by running a threepart baptismal class, using Emmaus materials. In the early
days, sadly, some were baptised without a true appreciation
of what was involved. We try to avoid that happening.”
“We had a baptism two years ago when three new
believers were baptised. Two of them are very active in
the church now.”
“Recently seven were lined up to be baptised but unfortunately at the last minute one was unwell. We have
known most of these six for some time and seen them
grow in the faith as they’ve gone through Sunday School
and into the fellowship. Their growth and desire for
Christ has continued despite the restrictions of Covid.”
Where are you at regarding your ministry?
“At present we’re occupied working with our home
church, the Toowoomba Christian Assembly.”
Are you keen to get back to Catbalogan?
“Definitely. Can’t wait. We love the work there.”
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2020 IN REVIEW
“Man Proposes, but God Disposes.”
As the saying goes, “If you want to make God laugh, tell him about your plans.”
An old Yiddish proverb is even more direct. “We plan, God laughs.”
What an apt summary of 2020! At the start of 2020, we all had plans for the year.
Little did we know that the words Coronavirus, COVID-19, and pandemic would
change our plans and interrupt many of our programs.
For GLO Ministries these COVID-19 changes and
interruptions meant cancelling all of our End of
Year Events, postponing our overseas encouragement visits, pausing local church partnerships such
as And God Said and Sunday Night Lights, and
halting Encounter Short Term Mission Trips, which we
conduct in partnership with AMT.

GOD’S PLANS FOR THE RESTRICTIONS
Despite the substantial interruptions, however, as we
look back on 2020 we believe that God providentially
used the disruptions to provide GLO Ministries with
the extra time that was necessary to make some strategic breakthroughs. Breakthroughs such as:
• formulating a detailed Vision and Mission document plus a strategic plan that will guide GLO
Ministries for the next 5-10 years.
• drafting a new Company Constitution that will
bring the GLO Articles of Memorandum into line
with ACNC standards.
• designing systems and processes to bring GLO
Ministries into compliance with the External
Conduct Standards that were recently introduced
by the Australian government.
• undertaking a Full Feasibility Study to subdivide 2,000 m2 of vacant land on the GLO
Riverstone site into 4 blocks, erecting two
residential homes plus two Group Homes
to provide accommodation for extra team
members and students in 2022.
• designing and seeking approval to remodel the
Riverstone Training Centre to incorporate extra
classrooms, offices, and community spaces.

20
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INCOME

EXPENSES

Here’s where it came from

Here’s what it went toward

IN 2020 WE DISTRIBUTED $644,961

IN 2020 WE RECEIVED $1,795,011

GIFTS TO GLO WORK AND WORKERS

DESIGNATED DONATIONS *

OTHER †

GIFTS FOR GLO WORK
AND WORKERS

OFFICE ADMIN & ACCREDITATION

BEQUESTS

PROPERTY EXPENSES
LIGHT & POWER

COURSE FEES

COURSE EXPENSES

BUILDING FUND
GIFTS

DEPRECIATION
MOTOR VEHICLES
AND TRAVEL

OTHER
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In addition to these breakthroughs, and despite the interruptions from COVID-19, with God’s help last year GLO
Ministries was still able to carry out the following activities:
• The CrossTalk team delivered a full-time ESL course
to 4 students from South Korea.
• The CrossConnect team delivered a full-time discipleship and ministry training program to 9 students
from 2 countries (Australia and South Korea).
• A GLO / AMT Calendar, plus one edition of
Spearhead, were published and distributed.
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AS WE LOOK BACK ON
2020 WE BELIEVE THAT
GOD PROVIDENTIALLY
USED THE DISRUPTIONS TO
TO MAKE SOME STRATEGIC
BREAKTHROUGHS

• Approximately 2,600 copies of GLO Prayer News
were posted to prayer supporters each month.
• Two GLO Prayer & Share Zoom meetings were hosted.
• Gifts were distributed to workers and projects in
Australia, India, Indonesia, Mongolia, Myanmar,
Nepal, Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Romania,
plus a closed access country.
In short, the best way to sum up the activities of GLO
Ministries in 2020 is found in Proverbs 16:9 where King
Solomon states, “The mind of man plans his way, but the
LORD directs his steps.” During 2020, despite a change
of plans due to a worldwide pandemic, God continued
to faithfully direct GLO Ministries to join Him and His
people on the grand mission of multiplying disciplemakers and disciple-making churches in Australia, South
East Asia, East Asia, Central Asia plus parts of Europe.
* Donations earmarked for investment
†
Includes interest paid and sponsored students
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COMINGS & GLOINGS
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Jonathan and Lisa
Cassar on the birth of their baby boy, Seth
Lewis on March 30, weighing 8 lb 11 oz.

CROSSTALK CLASS OF 2020
Farewell to the CrossTalk students of 2020 (front): Sarah Yesol
Cho, Cynthia Yewon Lee, Elin Seyeong An, Jaylin Jaerim Yoo.
Teachers (back) Belinda Leto, Jenny Thompson and Marion
Buettel.

THANK YOU!
Christine & Peter Bell, after 31
years and 5 years of service
respectively, are moving on
from GLO Ministries to focus on
serving in their Church and the
local community. Christine started
serving at the Smithton Training
Centre in 1990 and transferred to
the Riverstone Training Centre in
2003. In 2016 Peter joined Christine
serving at the Riverstone Training
Centre. Thank you for everything,
Christine and Peter! Your faithful
service is greatly appreciated.

Congratulations to Stuart and Carol Thomson
on the birth of Samantha Joy on July 23, 2020.

CROSSCONNECT CLASS OF 2020
Congratulations to all the graduating students of
CrossConnect 2020. It was a different year, but they
made the most of their time together.
Left to right, back to front: Daniel (Peace) Lee, Scott
Fisher, Nicholas Huisman, *Joshua Thomson, *Stuart
Thomson, *Jonathan Cassar. Samantha Fisher, Paula
(Hyemin) Choi, Jaden (Youngbeom) Yu, Alex Zagorodny,
*
Bruce Buckley, *Rosie Moore. *Maybelle, *Carolyn and
Samantha Thomson, Betty (Myungrae) Hu, Yerim Mun,
*
Helen Buckley, Lisa-Marie and *Isaac Cassar, *Faith
Thomson, *Isaac (Jisang) Yu, *Justin (Eunsang) Yu.
*
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Denotes ministry team and/or family.

PRAY FOR MYANMAR

WITH SYMPATHY

Please pray for the people of Myanmar
during the ongoing military coup and
protests. Pray that the team of workers
and children at the hostel will be kept
safe and will know how to best respond
to this crisis.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
Thank you to Rosie Moore
for eight years of service at
CrossConnect in Smithton,
Tasmania. After Rosie
attended the CrossConnect
course in 2011, she returned
again in 2013 to serve as
the Office Administrator
until November 2020. We
have been blessed by Rosie’s
reliable support, friendship and
funny sense of humour. Pray
for her as she settles back into
life in WA, and that she’ll find
suitable work.

Sincere condolences to Mary Hewitt on the passing of her
husband, Noel Hewitt, on Monday 19th of April. Noel &
Mary, in addition to being long-term supporters of GLO,
have served as House Parents on several occasions at the
Smithton and Riverstone Training Centres.
Please keep praying for Mary and the family as they go
through this time of grief.

Daisy SuneraRaj, widow of J Victor SuneraRaj, has passed
into the Lord’s presence. She was a great support to Victor
and the work of GLO in India for many years, as well as
an athlete and veteran athlete (she won 414 medals - well
over 300 gold - right up to the age of 85 years).
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.”
- Psalm 116:15

A BIG THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Thank you to Bruce and Helen for five years of service at
CrossConnect in Smithton, Tasmania. Bruce was the college
Principal and Helen also supported in college operations
and with catering. The Ministry Team and many students
have been blessed by their leadership and care. Bruce and
Helen are currently supporting the CrossConnect Ministry
Team as they move the course to Sydney this year. Pray for
them as they seek God’s direction for 2022.

Luke Breaden has served with GLO for over 20 years,
keeping GLO’s facilities and accommodation in tip top
condition.
During his time of service Luke has not had the opportunity
to purchase a house for himself. So in December 2020 GLO
Ministries launched a Mobile Home Matching Gift Fund.
The response was amazing!
In addition to GLO’s
matching gift, more than
$60,000 has been donated to
Luke’s Mobile Home Fund.
As a result, Luke will not only
be able to purchase a roadregistrable mobile home, he
will also be able to upgrade
his vehicle as well!
On behalf of Luke, and GLO
Ministries, we would like to
say a big “Thank You” for
supporting the supporter.
#supportingthesupporter
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SATURDAY AUGUST 28 | 2021

T hanksgiving Service
AT CIRCULAR HEAD CHRISTIAN SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, SMITHTON, 2PM
To honour God and His people as seen through the work of GLO in Tasmania.
Followed by a

Celebration Meal
AT RIVERBEND YOUTH CENTRE, 5.30PM

Opportunity to visit and share
at local churches on Sunday 29

AU S T R A L I A

PRAYER,
CARE &
SHARE

More details to come, call
Bruce Buckley 0432 186 946 or
Helen Buckley 0431 579 929

JOIN US

OVER ZOOM
SATURDAY
JULY 17, 9AM
as we pray, and share
about the work of GLO
glo.org.au/events
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