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Stories
SHARING DISCIPLE MAKING
STORIES FROM CROSSCONNECT ALUMNI

Editorial
ANDREW COWELL
GLO Co-Director

You have probably heard the saying, “If these walls could talk, the stories
they would tell.” Well, this edition of Spearhead is all about retelling
some of the stories related to the GLO Smithton Training Centre.

At the end of the year, GLO Ministries plans to
sell the Smithton Training Centre and relocate
the CrossConnect Course, our Discipleship
and Ministry Training program, to Sydney. This
strategic move will bring 45 years of delivering
discipleship and ministry training in Northwest
Tasmania to a close. To commemorate this
occasion we have invited some of our graduates
to tell us their stories.
If the walls of the Smithton Training Centre could
talk, they would tell a disciple making story. A
story of local disciples like Chris Thomas (page 14)
and Luke Breaden (page 16) being shaped and

formed. Stories of national workers from Indonesia
(page 6), Cambodia (page 10), and Papua New
Guinea (page 20) being connected with Australian
believers and equipped for future ministry.
The most exciting part of these stories, however,
is that the disciple-making story is not over! The
same God who formed, shaped, and equipped
these local and multi-national disciples is now
working through them, and many other graduates
as well, to form, shape and equip a new
generation of disciple-makers in Australia and all
through Asia!
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The first intake of students in 1976 with Colin Tilsley (far right)

Looking back

BY BRUCE BUCKLEY

The needs were great. The opportunities were everywhere. Qualified workers
were few. It was 1975 and an intriguing decision had been reached to purchase
the guest house at 20 King Street, Smithton, northwest Tasmania!
Colin Tilsley had a vision. It was inspired and energized by God. So, he
passionately motivated Christians to share the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
around the world.

In his book ‘Through the Furnace’ Colin
expressed his fivefold vision where the fifth step
was “to include training programmes for those
who want to serve Christ.”*
With the enthusiastic support of the churches
from Circular Head and beyond, the training
step was being realised. The guest house was
renovated and commissioned as a GLO Training
Centre. In 1976 the first intake of students began
their training.

Supportive locals help renovate the guest house.

The training experience could not have happened
without the partnership of the local churches
and the local personalities (of which there were
many). The benefits were memorable and mutually encouraging. Prayer parents. Hospitality and
fun. Fresh air and farm adventures. Hunting and
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Practical ministry training complements the theological learning.
gathering. Love and generosity. Lifelong friendships and even marriages. Hugs and heartaches.
Discipline and daring. Hopes and disappointments. God allowed and used them all.
As God expanded GLO around the globe, the
mix of nationalities requiring training began to
grow. GLO Smithton aimed to develop deeper
disciples of Jesus through a balance of Bible
knowledge and practical ministry. Even though
the training curriculum has evolved from the
GLO Certificate in Discipleship to the present
accredited Certificate IV in Christian Ministry and
Theology, the aim to grow in Biblical wisdom and
convictions, Christ-like maturity, and competent
ministry skills, has never changed.
Over the ensuing 45 years, GLO Smithton has
trained 586 people from over 38 nations, and the
cross-cultural living and training environment proved
to be a valuable experience (most of the time).
Just to be able to sit and engage in stories with
over one hundred visiting lecturers and staff,
was invaluable. And how good it was to have so
many diverse, gifted, and experienced trainers!

UNDER GOD, THERE IS
ANOTHER CHAPTER ABOUT
TO BE WRITTEN. THE PAGE IS
TURNING AND THE SCRIPT IS
PRAYERFULLY BEING DRAFTED

Students experience mission first hand
Missionaries, teachers, pastors, evangelists, civic
leaders, elders, business managers, and farmers!
Such a blend of wisdom, skills, and experiences
enriched the training environment. God often
used the formal training to match the informal.
Conversations, care, help and support were often
found in the kitchen, the garden or the home, not
just in the lecture room.
GLO Smithton produced disciple makers for the
mission fields and the local church, with so many
continuing to serve, lead, and engage more
capably in fruitful gospel work and multiplying
disciples of Christ.
No one is perfect. No college is perfect. But our
Lord Jesus is! In and through it all, many have
grown to know Him and love Him and become
more like Him. GLO has grown and matured too
and has seen God’s grace and power at work in
amazing ways.
There are many chapters in our stories with God.
The GLO Smithton story is ending. In reflection
it has blessed many and God has been honoured. At present it is sad to say goodbye. But,
under God, there is another chapter about to
be written. The page is turning and the script
is prayerfully being drafted. Will GLO keep on
developing disciples who can influence others for
the glory of God? Of course!
Let’s praise God for all that is past and trust Him
for all that’s to come.

* Through The Furnace, Colin Tilsley, p. 76. 1. “to reach mass population areas with the gospel through every means possible”, 2. “to
handle intensive follow-up programmes”, 3. “to work with resident missionaries and believers”, 4. “to give people from the homelands
actual missionary experience on the field”, and later, 5. “to include training programmes for those who want to serve Christ”.
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STUDENTS

586

THE NUMBERS GAME
GUEST LECTURERS
EIGHT
PRINCIPALS

108 10
OR MORE

17

40

HOUSE PARENTS
/ CATERERS

TRAINING SUPERVISORS

38

NATIONALITIES

LONGEST SERVING STAFF

PRINCIPAL
BILL STOTT

SECRETARIES /
ADMINISTRATORS

9 YEARS

SECRETARY
CHRISTINE BELL

TRAINING SUPERVISOR
HOUSE PARENTS
ROBERT KEY
PETER & GAYLE QUILLIAM

8 YEARS

5 YEARS

POP QUIZ
The most popular homemade morning
tea donation from the locals was:

Q: The year when rice cookers
were introduced?

a . Savoury toast
b . Sausage rolls
c . Sponge cake

A: There are no rice cookers –
just fancy pots for cooking very
tiny potatoes

d . Mini quiches
e . Scones
f . All of the above

(HIBBARD)

13 YEARS

LONGEST
OVERALL

ROB & FIONA KEY

TRAINING SUPERVISOR
+ PRINCIPAL

16 YEARS

In the early years it was compulsory to attend
afternoon teas because:
a . You are starving by now and need more
nourishment before dinner.
b . Porridge tastes better in the afternoon
c . It gives you a chance to ‘stretch’ in between
study times
d . Table fellowship is Biblical
e . GLO values regularity and fruit assists with this
f . All of the above

MOST POPULAR
SPORT: VOLLEY BALL
(TIED WITH NAPPING)
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Many faces of

INDONESIA
Isaiah casts a challenging yet inspiring vision for a place like Indonesia, which
consists of over 18,000 islands and is part of the largest island archipelago.

“Sing to the LORD a new song, … you islands, and all who live in them.
Let them give glory to the LORD and proclaim his praise in the islands.”
(Isaiah 42:10,12)
THE MANY ISLANDS OF INDONESIA

THE MANY FACES OF INDONESIA

In May 1989 Chuck & Cindy Harrison,
assembly missionaries from America,
arrived on the island of Java, Indonesia,
with a vision to “give glory to the Lord”
by multiplying disciple-makers and
church planters who would “proclaim His
praise” throughout the many islands of
Indonesia.

In the late 1990’s GLO Australia began partnering
together with the Harrison’s to help them fulfil their
church planting vision by equipping strategic Indonesian
team members for disciple-making and church planting.
Since then GLO Ministries has helped equip 7 Indonesian
workers and 2 Japanese missionaries, all of whom are still
active in ministry in Indonesia today. A selection of their
exciting stories can be found on the following pages.

Yuta’s small group
study with a variety
of Indonesian people
groups who are one
in Christ
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KOKO & YUS
Koko & Yus studied at CrossConnect in 2003.
As a young married couple, they looked
forward to studying God’s Word together,
deepening their relationship with God and
widening their connection with the Body of
Christ. God used their time at CrossConnect to
confirm their call to ministry, identify their spiritual gifts, and to better understand how community development can be used as a first step
towards developing a community of believers.
Today Koko & Yus are running a Kindergarten in
a highly unreached location as a means to blessing the community and building a local faith
community. At the same time, Koko has used
the English language skills that he acquired
in Australia to translate the Believers Bible
Commentary (New Testament) into Indonesian.
In a house church setting, Koko & Yus also dedicate much of their time to life-on-life disciplemaking and leadership development.

Teaching in Church

SUKO & HEDI
Suko & Hedi also studied at CrossConnect in
2003. Before coming to Australia, Suko had
already been awarded a Masters in Theology.
Nevertheless, he found that the highly relational and practical training that he received at
CrossConnect supplemented and complemented
his previous training. What is more, unbeknown
to Suko & Hedi at the time, God used their time
in Australia to uniquely prepare them for future
ministry in Indonesia.

Connecting with the community through Kindergarten
outings and activities

Suko’s exposure to the operation of GLO
Ministries has helped him in his current role of
overseeing Grace Indonesia, an assembly church
planting ministry. Likewise, his experience of the
brethren movement in Australia has assisted him
in serving as an elder in his local church. For Hedi,
the English language skills that she obtained in
Australia have helped her deliver English Tuition
from home plus teach English in a nearby school.
Furthermore, the practical training that she
received in Children’s Ministries, Youth Ministries,
and small group Bible Studies, has helped her
as she has served in the Sunday School, Youth
Ministry, and Women’s Ministry at their local
church. Two decades later Suko & Hedi are still
leading and serving with the ministry, proving
themselves faithful to the Lord and to the training
that has been entrusted to them (1 Cor. 4:2).
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YUTA & MARI
Yuta & Mari, missionaries from Japan commended to serve in Indonesia, trained at
CrossConnect in 2013 and 2012 respectively. God used their time at CrossConnect
to deepen their personal relationship with
Jesus, to grow in living out the gospel,
and to reinforce their passion for disciple
making. Shortly after CrossConnect, Yuta &
Mari were married, and then in 2014 studied
at CrossTrain, GLO’s prefield mission training program. After serving in their home
church for a few years, in 2017 they moved
to Indonesia to study language and to begin
their missionary service. In March 2020 they
returned to Japan for the birth of their son,
where they have been based throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic. Whilst Yuta & Mari
have been geographically removed from
Indonesia they have been remotely connected on a daily basis. Disciple-making
has continued via various digital platforms
and Yuta & Mari are using this time to plan
and strategise with various leaders towards
raising up a new generation of disciple
makers and church planters in Indonesia.
When God opens the door they hope to
return to Indonesia to continue serving
alongside their Indonesian colleagues.

Small group teaching

TARI
Tari was saved from a Muslim background as a
teenager and quickly dreamt of going to Bible
College to learn more about Jesus and how to
better serve Him. In 2016, Worldbridge Language
Center (WBLC), started by Pam Eisenhower who was
a missionary colleague of the Harrisons, approached
GLO Ministries to help them equip Tari for future
ministry at Worldbridge. In 2017 Tari studied at
CrossConnect where she benefitted from the exposure to different cultures and customs, but most of
all was blessed through experiencing God’s heart
and vision for people as she studied God’s Word
and lived in a disciple making community.
After completing her training she returned to
Indonesia and continued serving at Worldbridge
Language Center with a renewed vision to share
God’s love through language learning and teaching.
Today Tari teaches Indonesian to expatriate children and English to Indonesian kids. She also helps
Worldbridge Language Centre reach the unreached
through English Clubs, English Camps, as well as
other language-based activities. In addition to teaching at WorldBridge Language Center and serving in
her local church, Tari is also studying at University to
obtain her teaching qualifications. Like everything
else she does, she is using this as an opportunity to
connect with unsaved people and to share God’s love.
Worldbridge Language Centre staff

8
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THE MANY UNREACHED IN INDONESIA
The task of reaching all the islands of Indonesia, and all who live in them, with the good news of the
gospel is not yet complete. With a population of over 275 million people, Indonesia remains the largest
Muslim nation in the world. Today, there are still 235 unreached people groups in Indonesia, amounting
to more than 170 million people!
As you have seen our Indonesian ministry partners have a passion for reaching the unreached. They are
undertaking varied ministries in diverse locations with one purpose in mind, to give glory to the Lord by
proclaiming His name so that the islands of Indonesia, and all who live in them, will one day sing a new
song to the Lord.

Photo by Christoffer Engstrom on Unsplash
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COMPELLING

Cambodia
Kian first visited Cambodia in
December 1999 as a consultant
to help Cambodian Mine Action
Centre, the organisation responsible
for removing six million unexploded
bombs and land mines left buried in
Cambodian soil over three decades
of wars. The consultancy project
finished after more than a year, but
a compelling love for Cambodia
had Kian hooked. In the following
years he returned many more times
to visit missionaries and Cambodian
believers to help in the missionary
work in Cambodia.

Kian Tan with a student at Sangkhim Canaan School

10
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Over the years, together with the support of
brothers and sisters in Singapore and other
countries, the vision to start Sangkhim Canaan
School was formed. The school was eventually
launched in 2009, starting with a Kindergarten,
located in Kampong Chhnang, some 90 km
north of Phnom Penh. Today, the school has
grown to 700 students attending between
Kindergarten and grade 11.
In 2015, Kian commenced a Bible study class
with some school staff and parents. Together they
hoped to start a new assembly that practiced
New Testament principles, and in December 2017
they moved to meet in the new chapel. Since

then, many more believers have been baptised
and added to the church. Eventually, the hope is
that the Sangkhim Church leadership will oversee
the Sangkhim Canaan School work and continue
with the evangelism and discipleship mission in
Kampong Chhnang and beyond.
Sambath was one of the school teachers in
Kian’s small Bible study class. At the time he was
attending a Reformed Baptist church and was
very keen to study the Bible with a deep passion
for souls. Kian considered that Sambath could
be the first Cambodian co-worker, like a young
“Timothy”, and eventually become a key leader
in the mission work.

Hello! My name is Sambath
When brother Kian, our school chairman, asked
me to pray about serving in full-time ministry
at Sangkhim Canaan School I was thrilled by
the prospect of being involved in the Great
Commission since our school mission is to
reach students with the good news of salvation
in Christ. Students may come here seeking for
quality education, but we want to give them
much more. Through each student, the gospel
light will shine into every household.
Soon after that, I landed in Australia in October
2016 to attend the CrossTalk ESL course at GLO
in Sydney, NSW. It was a great experience learning from teachers who were native English speakers, and it was an interactive, creative, and fun
time. CrossTalk enabled me to speak English confidently, fluently, and effectively. There were also
opportunities to interact with other international
students. It broadened my worldview to learn
from different cultures – Australian, Indonesian,
Korean, Japanese, Singaporean, etc.
I moved on to Tasmania in February 2017 to
join the CrossConnect discipleship course. The
nine-month discipleship curriculum opened my
mind to understand the panoramic plan of God
revealed in the Holy Scriptures. This knowledge
helped me to grow in faith and conviction.
Some practical subjects and projects equipped
us for doing evangelism and mission. I found
every module useful and awesome. They challenged me in what it means to be a true disciple
of Jesus Christ.

I was blessed to have
opportunities to be
involved in the local church
by giving messages,
leading children and youth
meetings, and helping
in camps. The biggest impact from my time in
Smithton was my personal encounters with the
caring principal, creative program coordinator,
and untiring house parents. I was mentored by
them formally and informally. I saw how good
teamwork is critical for effective ministry.
The Smithton assemblies exposed me to New
Testament principles as I observed elders
leading, brothers and sisters serving in their
different roles, open participation at weekly
breaking bread, prayer meetings and fellowship
dinners in believers’ homes. Every brother and
sister in the assembly willingly gave their time
and resources to support and guide me to grow
spiritually and sharpen my ministry skills.
I am now serving in Sangkhim Church as a local
full-time worker and I also teach English in
Sangkhim Canaan School. This opens opportunities for reaching students, fellow teachers, parents, and the community. I am eager
to work, reaching and teaching others in the
same manner, making disciples that can make
other disciples. I am looking forward to seeing
a Bible training center, similar to GLO, set up in
Kampong Chhnang in the near future.
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Meanwhile, Kian had shared with GLO Co-director,
Andrew Cowell, his desire for Sambath to be
trained when they met in Singapore at a Youth
Camp. The GLO Directors agreed to award a
partial scholarship for Sambath to attend the GLO
CrossTalk ESL and CrossConnect discipleship
courses. Besides Bible and ministry skills training,
there would be invaluable exposure to the way
New Testament assemblies functioned, including
participating in weekly breaking of bread, and
hands-on ministry in a church setting. So Kian put
forward to Sambath the opportunity to join fulltime in the ministry after spending a year training
with GLO in Australia. Kian was delighted when
Sambath agreed to go.
A year later, Andrew informed Kian that the
GLO Directors would offer another scholarship
for a Cambodian trainee. This time Mouryngim
responded. She had been helping several mission
teams in translating the messages and the Lord was
preparing her heart to serve in the ministry as well.

The time spent in Australia helped both Sambath
and Mouryngim experience how an assembly
practices the New Testament principles. Coming
from a denominational background, this was
so important for them, as co-workers, to help
them be of the same mind. They have integrated
well with the other foreign missionaries from
Singapore, Japan, Malaysia and America.
A Cambodian Bible School is the next phase of
development. If the Lord opens the way, we hope
to send a Cambodian brother, Boret Chheng,
who formerly taught in a Baptist Bible School
in Kampong Speu to receive further training
with an assembly-related Bible school. This will
help to equip him better with English, and we
hope he will also gain a deeper understanding
of New Testament principles and practices. The
Bible School will likely be a 10 month residential training like the GLO CrossConnect Course
in Australia. We also look forward to tapping
into the expertise of the GLO Australia Team via
distant learning.

Top left (Clockwise) Sangkhim Canaan School, Kindergarten class, Sambath with youth, student in class.
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Hello! My name is Mouryngim
When brother Kian shared the opportunity to serve
as a full-time worker in Sangkhim Canaan School
(SCS) mission work and the plan to start Sangkhim
Church, I responded, after some time praying, with
eagerness. I knew the Lord had planted the seed
of mission in my heart. I was then an Assistant
Teacher in the Kindergarten of SCS.
A new chapter of my life started when I landed
in Sydney to join the 2017 CrossTalk class. It was
overwhelming to be immersed in an unfamiliar
culture so suddenly, but thankfully the people
were welcoming with Christian hospitality. During
the CrossTalk course, I was able to improve my
spoken and written English. I struggled with
the IELTS exams, having to take three attempts,
but the teachers and fellow students made the
learning journey easier and enjoyable. I have
become more fluent in speaking English. This
has proved to be a valuable, practical skill, since
I do quite a lot of translation from Khmer to
English in Cambodia.
After CrossTalk, I moved on to join the 2018
CrossConnect Course in Smithton. Everything I
encountered during the nine months in Tasmania
was new and thrilling. I was blessed to participate in several New Testament assemblies,
quite different from my Reformed Baptist Church
background. Brothers and sisters are actively
engaged, giving generously, and offering support
to students with friendship, food, and fellowship.

The comprehensive discipleship course opened my
eyes to explore the depths
and beauty of God’s Word.
Interactions with people and
involvement in many activities
like Children’s Club and Youth
Camp helped me discover my
spiritual gifts. I also developed good
Christian habits like Bible study, prayer, personal
quiet time, meditation, witnessing, etc. I grew
spiritually, getting to know God more profoundly
and being transformed to be more Christlike.
I experienced mentoring firsthand. Many people
like the school principal, house parents, church
elders, older brothers and sisters, and course
mates were ever ready to reach out to one another,
with patience and kindness, to help me grow in
my faith. These precious experiences prepared me
for the work I am doing now with the teenagers in
Sangkhim Church and Sangkhim Canaan School.
I am serving as a full-time worker in Sangkhim
Church. Part of my time is spent teaching English to
Grade 6 students. My ministry areas include leading
the Youth Ministry, conducting English Bible classes
for teenagers, and organizing various evangelistic
programs. Day by day, the Lord is sharpening the
ministry skills, which I acquired in Australia. I hope to
recreate my learning experience, training younger
ones who will also be better equipped to serve Him.
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My
DISCIPLE MAKING
Story
The wheels hit the tarmac of a little airport in Wynyard, the gateway to
Circular Head; I’d hitched a ride from the Gold Coast in QLD, down the
Hume Highway to Melbourne, and then caught a small twin prop plane
across Bass Straight. I’d never visited Tasmania before, and as a lifelong North Queenslander, my biggest concern was the coming winter.

At 18 years of age, I was filled with untested
idealism and an unhealthy over-estimation of
my own self-worth. After all, I’d been in full-time
Christian camping ministry for a whole 12 months
and was the son of a well-known preacher and
missionary—what else did I have to learn? The
only reason I had agreed to this adventure was
to appease the board of the campsite I was
working at, who in the January of 1995 had asked
me my plans for the future. “Why, work here, of
course,” I had confidently replied. To which they
responded, “Great, but how about you do a year
at GLO first, we’ll pay your fees, then return here
for at least another year of service.” I shrugged

my shoulders and said, “Sounds great.” What I
was thinking was: At least I know I’ll have a place
to stay for the next two years.
That’s how I found myself unpacking my only bag
in a small room on the lower floor, last door on
the left, and trying to work out if the small heater
would be sufficient for the sub-arctic winter I presumed was fast approaching. It’s also how I found
myself at a major turning point in my story as a
disciple maker, but I didn’t know that then.
I could easily sing the praises of a seemingly
endless stream of men and women who walked
through the doors that year, each impressing on

Chris and his wife Kathy fellowship at Raymond Terrace Community Church where Chris is Teaching Pastor
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Discipleship training class and ministry team of 1995
me some small stamp of the Great Shepherd’s
purpose for my life. Some of these people are
renowned and rightly esteemed, most of them
will only fully receive their crowns of gratefulness
in the life to come. Yet it wasn’t one particular
person, or one particular class, that struck the final
blow. It was the Spirit of God. It was the countless kindnesses shown by the people of Smithton
and the surrounding communities. It was the slow
accumulation of grace upon grace as my self-sufficiency was stripped away and all I was left with
was a vision of the glory of Jesus, the urgency of
the mission, and an over-whelming conviction that
God was building his kingdom, one disciple at a
time, and that his primary means of doing this was
through ordinary communities of faith.
In 1995 I fell in love with the Bride of Christ; I fell
in love with the local church.
I left at the close of that year, not having been
discipled, but as a disciple that was being
formed. I had learned that the journey would
not truly end ‘till I at last stood face to face with
Jesus, but I also felt confident that I was walking
in the right direction. The road that led from there
to here has twisted and turned, but it has never
lost sight of those precious months in Smithton. It
was there that much of the early foundation of my
discipling approach was laid. It was in those precious rooms, and among those precious people,

that God set the guidelines I still hold today.
Keep the gospel central; stake your certainty on
the Word of God; and discipleship is best done in
the context of community.
It’s hard to believe when I do the maths, but 26
years have passed since my first year in Smithton;
it wasn’t my only visit though. I returned with my
wife when she was a student in 2000, and was
also honoured to visit over a number of years
as a guest lecturer. But 26 years is a long time
and much has changed. For the last 15 of those,
Kath and I settled our family in the small town of
Raymond Terrace, NSW. I’ve been honoured to
serve as the Teaching Pastor for many of those
years, and serve beside a great team who are
committed to seeing discipleship flourish here
and beyond. We believe that disciples are not
only made in community, but also by community. So our goal is simple: We labour to make,
mature, and multiply disciples who can do the
same. We have no special program, no unique
course, no silver bullet—just an unwavering
commitment to the sufficiency of the Word and
that we are all in desperate need of grace. It is
the gospel that saves, but it also the gospel that
sanctifies. You can be a church of 20 or 200, it
doesn’t really matter—anyone can disciple.
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Quiet

ACHIEVER
BY BRIAN GOODWIN

Luke prays together with workers and students in Myanmar

Foxes have holes. Birds of the air have
nests. And Luke Breaden will soon
have a mobile home.

YACK
To know Luke is to like him. Tall, quiet, self-effacing, friendly, Luke’s the kind of person you warm
to as soon as you meet him. He’s also a dinky-di
Aussie, having been born in Wodonga, Vic. His
early years were spent in the tourist-friendly town
of nearby Yackandandah, with later stints in north
Queensland and Western Australia.
Christ became personally real to him under
the preaching of John Skinner and Eugene
Freudigman. That was at the Anne Street
Gospel Chapel in Townsville, Qld. He was about
20-years-old at the time.

NEW BEGINNINGS
The beginning of the new millennium was also a
new beginning for Luke. That’s when he decided
to study at the GLO College in Smithton. “I
wasn’t sure whether to study there or not,” he
admits, “so I went there to sit in on lectures for

16
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a couple of weeks, then stayed to complete the
course!” He wanted to get to know God and his
Word better. He did that, but that wasn’t all.
“What impacted me most,” recalls Luke, “was the
hands-on training in ministry. That’s how you find
out your gifts, abilities – and lack of them! Mind
you, I didn’t thrive in that environment, but it did
help set me up to teach Scripture in a local primary
school for a year or two after the course, as well as
helping out in some Kids’ Clubs. It was the strong
mission focus at the GLO College that helped direct
me towards a support role at the GLO campus in
Riverstone, NSW. So, at the end of 2000 I joined
the staff here, doing basic property maintenance
and helping out wherever I could. Ferrying people
to and from the Sydney Airport became a significant part of my work. Until last year that is. Covid
changed a lot of plans! I still find there’s a lot of
things to put my hand to, though.”

THE SPICE OF LIFE
What do you enjoy most about your present ministry?
“Well, I enjoy the variety of the work I do. It’s a great
place to work. The staff and others know what they’re
trying to achieve. This helps create a warm, happy
environment. Meeting the students and the visitors

who come in and out of the GLO premises is just
great, too. I really enjoy that.”
Luke’s happy, but he sometimes dreams about the
future. “Whatever I do, I want to be of service to the
Lord in some way. If it’s in suburbia or in the country,
I’ll be really content. I like a quiet life. Meanwhile, I’m
happy here.”

HOME SWEET HOME
For most of twenty years Luke’s been living in a
caravan or mobile home located at the GLO property in Riverstone. His big excitement now is that
he’s about to be given a mobile home of his own. “I
haven’t received it yet,” he explains, “but should get
it in September. I really like the fact that it’ll be mine
and will be big enough to have others stay with me
from time to time.” Well, Luke, you deserve it.

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE
He was told the tentative title of this article was
Quiet Achiever. “I’m not sure about being a Quiet
Achiever,” he admits. “I’m more ‘Quiet’ than an
‘Achiever’! But whatever I do, I do as a ministry to the
Lord and his people. I simply serve those who serve.”
You do that well, Luke. Thank you.

GLO Ministries Australia would like to say a big thank you to MMM for regularly
sending teams to help keep the facilities at GLO Smithton maintained
throughout the life of the training college. Thank you to the many men and
women who have given up their time to come and help with an MMM work team.
Mobile Mission Maintenance exists to
spread the Gospel by building, renovating
and maintaining facilities used in Christian
outreach. It supports and encourages Christian
work and workers while creating awareness
of global missions and challenging people to
become involved.
If you are interested in serving with MMM
go to mmm.org.au for more information.

Serving those who serve
SPEARHEAD ISSUE 2 | 2021
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CAMBODIA

Calling
BY BRENDA LIM

How we took for granted when, back in 2016, we
flew over to join CrossConnect – studying, visiting
churches, huddling together in our ladies’ group, and
going off on mission trips. Also, there were welcoming
kisses on Sundays and teary, farewell hugs.

18
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Top left (clockwise) CrossConnect team visits Brenda in 2017 for a short term mission experience, using a puppet show to
share the gospel, Brenda with fellow workers and believers, and cambodian children playing in the street.
For six years, I had been in Cambodia, ticking
to-do boxes in ministry, with little training and few
mentors. Learn Khmer? Check. Lead Bible studies?
Check. Teach English? Check. Move to a smaller
town, start a kindergarten from scratch, run clubs
for children and youths? Check. Check. Check.
“What am I doing?” “I’m too scared.” “It’s too
difficult.” “Alone again, Father?”
But I was sure about His call. I was a child when
He planted a conviction that the gospel is essential, and God is precious. I was a student when He
reminded me not to let my heart be troubled but
to seek first His kingdom. I was a reporter when
He thickened my skin and nudged me out of my
family’s house in Kuala Lumpur to live on my own
in a rural town.
Like Jonah, I was told to change directions. Like
Peter, I was invited to step into the waters. Then it
was full sink-or-swim mode.
CrossConnect was a lifeline to learn to “do
better”. I relished the courses on children’s
ministry (“Making the Bible boring is a SIN”)
and youth ministry (“Make opportunities for

bonding. Don’t expect youth to act as you do expect them to act as youth.”)
Missionaries and church workers shared from the
Word and their experiences, then made us come
up with our own answers. There were gospel illustrations to learn, practice and share. We made
tracts. The second trip to share the gospel was a
teeny less terrifying than the first.
Stuart taught us to make better PowerPoints,
Rosie taught ukulele, Eu Jean and Chan Mi gave
piano tips. Bruce, Helen and Andrew healed my
heart with listening ears and words of affirmation
and correction. Carol and Grace made sure birthdays were marked with cakes and cards. Cynthia
nagged me about cleaning my room. Chris was
the scary Mum who kept up the standards. Paul,
Wiljun and Amos brought in the fun.
This was the gift and lesson God prepared for
me – community. Ministry is about People, not
Projects. Discipleship is not a chore but a journey.
Pray that I will live as Jesus does, seeing people
and loving them.
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Gospel RES
In 1951 two Australian couples from Brethren Assemblies* formed the advance party
to establish a beachhead for the gospel in the West Sepik of Papua New Guinea.
Two years later they were joined by couples from New Zealand and the USA.
EARLY MISSIONARIES IN PNG
The early pioneering years were rugged. On the
north west coast at Wewak they found themselves
landing from barges on the beach, surrounded by
wrecks left behind from the recent war. They were
bringing good news to a part of New Guinea that
90 years previously had been penetrated by the
Roman Catholics.
These first missionaries moved into the area of
Papua New Guinea adjacent to the border of
Dutch New Guinea. Along with much strenuous
trekking into remote corners, they built airstrips
and constructed houses making it possible for
missionary families to live among the people. An
army of missionaries followed the first couples
into the bush.

In 1963 the Australian Administration, having
pacified the clans of the Huli and Yuna people in
the Southern Highlands (Hela), opened the door
for missionaries to safely start mission work there.
These previously unreached and aggressive clans
had been a challenge from the time of the early
explorers in the 1930’s.
The pioneer missionaries set about teaching Bible
truth and the first believers were grounded in the
scriptures. In the intervening years between 1951
until now, many churches have been established
in the bush and towns of Papua New Guinea.
Today the people are very mobile and in the
cities have been exposed to a whole range of
denominations, and to a proliferation of every
crazy idea that crowds under the umbrella loosely
labeled “Christian.” In a culture where reading is
* Stan and Pat Dale and Roy and Nance Austin.
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SURGE
Moses Kulubara trained at CrossConnect in 2015
At the same time there was an interest among the
people to learn the practical hands-on ministry
skills evident in the GLO team. It was deemed
practical to send competent young men who had
proven themselves in their church ministries to
CrossConnect at Smithton. They were to be men
who were competent to teach others and men
who had the confidence of their local churches.
The first man to go to Cross Connect, was
Moses Kulubara (2015) from near Guala. Moses
was a very competent primary school teacher in
the church based school at Guala. He was also
active in his local church with a real love for children. Now back home in Hela, he is busy teaching and working with the elders of the Guala
Christian Centre and coordinating local ministry.
a modern and foreign innovation, there are very
few Christians who read the Bible as a habit.

TRAINING AT CROSSCONNECT AND
SERVING IN PNG
In May 2013 Hannah Goodall and the mission team
from the Smithton Training Centre, CrossConnect,
were welcomed by the open-hearted Christians
at Guala in Hela. It was a cross cultural experience
for the churches and the team. The team were
immersed in a variety of outreach programs, presenting good news in churches, schools and open
air programs. “This is like the talk we used to hear”,
was a comment overheard after an open air presentation to a huge crowd at Koroba. We had to ask
the questions, “If this basic gospel message was the
talk they used to hear, what are the people hearing
now? How is the gospel understood and taught?
What can we do to further equip enthusiastic young
Christians to be going out into their communities
with the good news?”

Having assisted the GLO students on their
Mission trip in 2011, Jeremy Porobi (2016) had
realised there were practical ministry skills to
be learnt. He had previously completed the
Certificate course at the Port Moresby Christian
Leaders Training College (CLTC) centre. He
went to Smithton where, as he says, he learnt
important skills to interpret the Bible. He
appreciated being able to come to grips with
the gospel, as John’s Gospel was taught and
explained by the Smithton lecturers. As with
others, Jeremy learnt extra-curricular skills
like riding a bike and having a go at driving.
He is the only student who tried to drive a car
through the wall of John Quilliam’s new shed at
Montagu!
The daily discipline of having a quiet time was,
to Minape (2017), totally new. At CrossConnect,
it was hard to miss the lesson when every day
of the week started with private devotions.
Exposure to other international students was a
real joy. Spending time with Asians who loved
Jesus helped these PNG men appreciate that
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Jeremy with Soon-ho Yoo, a student visiting with a
CrossConnect Short Term Mission team in 2013
the church is spread around the world and also
dispelled the unfortunate stereotype created by
foreign mercenaries who are proliferating in PNG.
The Lord brought Mapex Tongore (2018) to
Australia to save his life. All the students had
basic orientation in Cairns with Les and Kay
Loader before they traveled to Tasmania. On
Mapex’s second day in Cairns, Mapex alerted
Les to a major health problem. An urgent visit to
a local medical clinic ensued. When the doctor
saw Mapex’s burgundy coloured specimen, he
was immediately admitted to hospital where it
was discovered that he had a severe urinary tract
infection. Over the next 9 months he got value
for money from his medical insurance policy.
Thank you sponsors! Mapex returned to PNG
the proud holder of a Certificate IV in Christian
Ministry and Theology, and clear of what had
been a persistent infection. During the three
years since graduation Mapex has trekked the
2500 metre mountains of Hela, while teaching
the gospel, discipling young men, coordinating
Theological Education by Extension programs
and is active in new outreaches into very remote
corners of the surrounding provinces where the
only means of transport is “beautiful feet”.
Before Jonnie (2017) came to CrossConnect
he had benefitted from training in Creation
to Christ lessons, and having been a primary
school head teacher in a number of schools,
he had seen the benefit of lessons written and
published by Jim Tanner. Jonnie had implemented teaching in his local area which resulted
in a church plant at Mikili. Jonnie only came to
CrossConnect for a very intensive 4 months, but
as a gifted organiser, he was ready to apply what
he learnt when he got home.
While Jonnie was at CrossConnect, at home
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Jeremy Porobi appreciated the practical ministry skills he learnt
when he studied at CrossConnect in 2016
in Hake, his wife, Josie had been asked to
commence Bible studies using the Creation
to Christ lessons in a community 400 metres
down the road from their home. These continued after Jonnie got home. Other men were
trained to teach and now there is an active
church in a permanent material building at
Hake. Jonnie is supervising the building of a
classroom at Hake in which he hopes to run
short courses. At Mikili they have run a church
based bible school to train others in teaching the Creation to Christ material. One of
the couples who completed the first course is
active in a church plant at nearby Komo.
Timothy and Theckla (2019) have been very
active teaching families as well as Timothy
teaching in the English Language Bible School
at Anguganak. Timothy, too, has become an
advocate for the Creation to Christ material
and is networking with other people to run
courses in his home area, Green River, and the
coastal town of Vanimo. However with Covid,
new frustrations have made planning difficult.
Being a professing Christian in Papua New
Guinea, some might say, is common and easy.
It was therefore a humbling experience for
these men to meet students from places in
the world where Christians are persecuted.
To observe the passion of those who lived
for Christ in difficult cultures, and also being
loved by the small assembles in Circular Head
was totally new and personally challenging.
Experiencing new ways to do church, and different modes of leadership, reinforced what
they were learning from the study of scripture. These were cross cultural lessons sharply
driven home in Australia where the students
could not take refuge in their language or
familiar culture.

Minape Lima and Jonnie Pakuali both came to study at
CrossConnect in 2017

Mapex Tongore (2018) returned from Australia with the
training and health needed to spread the gospel in PNG

THE GOSPEL IS CHANGING LIVES
The growing team of gospel-centred men and
women are demonstrating the grace of God
in their lives which is changing attitudes in the
churches. Yes, all those single men who have
been to CrossConnect found their bride price
and are now married. With their wives, they are
keen to teach the gospel. They want to proclaim
a clear message to those who are holding on to
elements of animism, be it fear of spirits, cargo
cult or a prosperity gospel. They want to see
people trust and follow the Lord Jesus.
However there is a small cohort of killjoys, who
hold onto traditions, thinking this is righteousness.

They are threatened by enthusiasm. They resent
new methods of teaching. But praise God, those
who presume to be leaders and who oppose
the gospel are being won over by the grace and
love of those teachers who have let the gospel
change their lives. Seventy years ago fearful animists heard the gospel, they burnt their idols and
turned to the Lord Jesus. Lives were transformed.
Today, three generations on, happy disciples of
the Lord Jesus are spreading the same good
news, and by the power of God, people are being
saved. God’s people are awakening to realise that
they have an amazing message to share with their
communities and nation.

Les Loader (centre) with 2017 CrossConnect students
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Looking
forward:
THE STORY

CONTINUES…
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GLO’s story, like your story and my story, is not an autobiography written
by us, but a biography written by God. All the days ordained for us,
according to David, are written by God before any one of them came to
be (Ps. 139:16). This is good news, for God is a much better author than
you and me! See, a biography written by God is much better than an
autobiography written by us for at least three reasons.

GOD WRITES A STORY WITHIN A STORY
Over the past 45 years, it has been a privilege for
GLO Ministries to be weaved by God into the story
of 586 CrossConnect graduates from 38 nations.
What is more, we love hearing stories of how God
continues to work in and through the CrossConnect
graduates to multiply disciples of Jesus in Australia
and Asia, weaving us all into His grand redemptive
story, with Him as the central character.

GOD WRITES A STORY WITH TWISTS AND TURNS
All good stories have twists and turns, and biographies written by God are no exception. If GLO’s
story were an autobiography, we probably wouldn’t
have written a chapter that involved closing the
Smithton Training Centre. Over the past 45 years,
Tasmania has become a special part of GLO
Ministries, particularly the churches in northwest
Tasmania. For that reason, this chapter is a sad
one. Nevertheless, whilst we are sorrowful about
the closing of the Smithton Training Centre, we are
also hopeful, for God promises to work all things for
good for those who love Him (Rom. 8:28).
At the moment, the “good” that God is working out
is not yet clear. We do hope, however, that it will
involve GLO Ministries blessing back to the Circular
Head community in several small yet significant ways.
Firstly, we hope that the GLO Smithton Training
Centre would be used for affordable housing, which
is much needed in the Circular Head community at
this time. Secondly, in partnership with Ambassadors
For Christ International (AFCI), GLO Ministries hopes
to facilitate the delivery of the EvangelismSHIFT
training program amongst churches in Circular Head.
Finally, GLO Ministries hopes to be able to provide
some practical assistance to workers who God raises
up to serve amongst and alongside the assemblies in
Circular Head.

…

GOD WRITES A STORY WITH A
HAPPY ENDING
As CrossConnect steps into a new chapter,
which no doubt will be full of twists and
turns, we are fueled on by the knowledge
that the final chapter of our story has already
been written. That chapter, as recorded in
Revelation, involves GLO Ministries, plus
hundreds of graduates from more than three
dozen nations, together with the fruit of
their disciple making ministry, all worshipping Jesus together forevermore (Rev. 5:9).

AS CROSSCONNECT
STEPS INTO A NEW
CHAPTER, WHICH
NO DOUBT WILL
BE FULL OF TWISTS
AND TURNS, WE ARE
FUELED ON BY THE
KNOWLEDGE THAT
THE FINAL CHAPTER
OF OUR STORY
HAS ALREADY BEEN
WRITTEN.
SPEARHEAD ISSUE 2 | 2021
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COMINGS & GLOINGS
WELCOME TO THE TEAM

Betty Joseph (sister to Sarah Abraham) has blessed GLO with her professional
skills this year, working remotely from India. Betty’s plans to move to Australia
to volunteer with GLO have been delayed, but that hasn’t stopped her from
making valuable contributions in the meantime. She has been working on
streamlining our database system and working
on marketing and promotions. Please pray that
borders will soon be open to allow her to travel to
Australia and work together with us in person.
We look forward to welcoming Rachel Harding to the team as training and ministry opens up. Rachel has supported and attended many of our GLO events, using
her musical talent. She is also daughter of our previous GLO Director and board
member, Ken Harding. We are excited to have her as a part of the team soon.

SMITHTON BUILDING SALE
As the CrossConnect training course transitions
to Sydney, the GLO National Committee has
decided, after much consultation, prayer, and
deliberation, to sell the GLO Training Centre in
Smithton. We are pleased to announce that the
Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC)
has agreed on GLO’s asking price for the Training
Centre and the Winston House flats, and plan
to use the properties for affordable housing.
Settlement is planned for the end of October.
Praise God that GLO received a good sale price,
but also that the building will be used in a way that
will bless the Circular Head Community through
CHAC. A big thank you to Paul Arnold, from
Circular Head who did a lot of the groundwork and
negotiations on behalf of the GLO Committee.
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CCCAUST CONFERENCE
Despite lockdowns in several states,
Stuart Thomson was able to fly to
QLD from Tasmania to attend the
CCCAust conference in July and represent GLO Ministries. It was great
to meet with the many who were
able to attend, with more ‘visiting’
online. The theme was ‘Transforming
World Views’, and keynote speakers
included Stephen McQuoid (GLO
Director, UK), Dr David Henry (Pastor
of Swallowfield Chapel, Jamaica) and
Tim Meyers (Principal at Melbourne
School of Theology).

BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE
Building works are well underway at GLO, Riverstone. Shout out to our builder, Steve Jackson and his
team who have done a great job so far. Pray that restrictions in Sydney will continue to allow for construction work to go on. Pray also that the DAs for land division and accommodation housing will go
swiftly and smoothly through council and be approved. Pray with us for funds and skilled manpower for
all the various, exciting building projects at GLO.

HELLO BABY!
Congratulations to Rhys and Rhiannan Morsillo (right) on the birth
of Boaz Iver Morsillo, on August 3, making Andrew and Donna
Cowell proud new grandparents. Rhiannan was a student at
CrossConnect in 2015.
Congratulations also to
James and Annie Lee on the
birth of their daughter, on
August 11 (left). James was
a student at CrossConnect
in 2011, and is a GLO
National Committee
member. Mum and bub are
both well.

PRAYER, CARE & SHARE
We recently enjoyed a great time of prayer and fellowship
via Zoom at our first Share, Prayer and Care event of the
year. We would love for you all to be part of the next such
event, scheduled for Saturday, October 30, 2021. There is
always space in the GLO family!
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Our vision is to see the world changed as disciples of
Jesus multiply fruitful disciples in their communities.
Train with us for nine months in an environment designed to develop
your disciple making skills. Come and live as a residential student or
attend as a day student at our campus in Sydney, NSW. Attain the
accredited 10742NAT Certiﬁcate IV in Christian Ministry & Theology
qualiﬁcation, and also enjoy a variety of non-accredited training
experiences and church-based ministries.

PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT Currently the 10742NAT Certiﬁcate IV in Christian

Ministry and Theology course is delivered by GLO College of Ministries, which
operates as Third Party Provider for the Registered Training Organisation Australian College of Christian Studies (ACCS RTO#910402 CRICOS 03375M).

